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To THe Epitors or tue Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 

GENTLEMEN, 

IF you deem the following 
worthy of infertion, you may 
publifh it in the magazine. 

HE divinity of our Lord 

Jefus Chrift is, juftly, to be 
viewed as the corner ftone of the 
Chriflianfyftem. Take this away, 
and the whole building muft fall 
tothe ground ; a fatal blow is 
ftruck, and the church, which is 
profeffedly founded upon this 
rock, is found to be a building 
which overlays its foundation. 
The importance of this doétrine 
cannever betooforciblyinculcated, 
nor its evidences fet in too clear 
alight. This is more efpecially 
neceflary, as it meets with much 
oppofition at the prefent day. 
The writer of thefe hints has no 
intention to enter into a particular 


of that truth, nor fo muchas to 
point out the various fources from 
whence they are derived. This 
has been frequently done by abler 
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is agreeable to fcripture, will put 
the matter out of all difpute, viz. 
That Tefus Chrift, called the fon 
ef God, the fecond perfon in the 
glorious Trinity ; the divine per- 
fon, conftituted to be the Meffi- 
ah, and afterwards incarnate, was, 
emphatically, the Jehovah of the 
old teftament. 

The following brief hints on 
that fubjeGt may, perhaps, ex- 
cite fome perfon of greater abili- 
ties, and more leifure, toa more 
thorough inveftigation. 

When our Lord fays, John 
viii. 58. * Before Abraham was 
I am ;” There feems to be a 
plain allufion to the name affumed 


| by Jehovah, the God of Ifrael, 
: when he called, commiffioned and 
| fent forsh Mofes, to deliver his 


people out of their Egyptian bon- 
Exod. iii. 14. “ And God 


dage. 
| fai unto Mofes, / am that I am. 
And he faid, thus fhalt thou fay 


detail of the {criptural evidences | 


hands, much to the fatisfaGtion | 


of the friends of truth. There 


is one thing however, which, if it 


II. No. 3. 
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unto the children of Ifmel, J am 
hath fent me unto you” A 
name undoubtedly implying etere 
nity, felf exiftence and independ. 
ence, and excluding fucceffion of 
paftand future. This name Chnift 
affumes, as the fon of God, He 
does not fay Iwas; but I am, 
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the fame as, 6 Jefus Chrift the 
fame yette rday, to-day, and for- 
ever.” In Numb. xxi. 5-10. 
we have an account of a remark- 
able murmuring of the children of 
Lirael, againf{ God and againtt 
Mofes. To punifh me ir rebel- 
lions and murmurings, God ferit 
fiery fly: ng {ferpeats among them, 
which b 

peopledied. It was undoubs edly 
Jehovah, the Ged of Ifrael, whom 
the children of I{rael tempted. 
Compare this account with 1 Cor. 
x. ge * Neither let us tempt 
Chrift, as fome of them 2ifo tempt- 
ed, and were deflroy edofferpents. 
Evidently alluding to the fiery 
flying ferpents. 
God the father, or the glory of 
the divine effence, is feen only in 
the fon, but is, in any other way, 
invifible. ‘* No man hath feen 
God at any time ; the only begot- 
ton fon, whichis in the bofom of 
Ahe father, he hath declared him.” 
John i. 18. but Jehovah the God 
of Ifracl, fometimes made himfelf 
vifible: Adam aud mts after 
their firfl tranfgreffion,“ heard the 
voice of the L ord God walking 
in the garden, i in the cool of the 
day,”’ Gen. ni. 8. The Lord ap- 
peared, at different times, to 
Abraham, particularly when cir- 
cumcifion was initituted. Gen. 
xvi, and when he intérceded for 
Sodom. Chap. xviii. “The Lord 
appeared unto Mofes in a flame of 
fire, inthe bufh.”? Exod. iii. 2, 
Mofes, Aaron, and the elders of 
Ifrael, faw the God of Ifrael, 
“© And they faw the God of If. 
rael, and there was under his feet, 
2s it were the paved work of a 
fapphire ftone. <Aifo 
God and did eatand ¢: 
XX1V. 10, HI. © Ard the fich 
of the glory of the Lord was lik 
devouring fire, on the top ot 
mount” 17. “ And the 


the “y fay 


‘ink.’ : 
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‘oO 





it them and many ‘of the | 


- | well as 


The glory of | 


pts 191) 
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(gint interpreters, who 


» | danhteniv oar 
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foake 
[ 
2 man 


ities. 


unto Mofes face to face, as 
peaketh unto his friend.” 
xxxiti, 11. Lfaiah aljo, 


“ifaw the >] Lord fitting on histhrone, 


and lifted Ups and his train 
the temple.”? Hfaiah vi. 1. 

ine eyes have feen the king, 
Lord of Hofts.”’ ver. 5. 
That this appearance of the Lord, 
hovah of Hofts, was au ap- 
ce ofthe Lord Jefus Chritt, 
éx oreisly informed, John 
Kil, 41. * Thefe things faid i ia:- 
2s. when he faw lis glory, and 


- : 
fpeke of 


we are 


him.”” 

Thefe vifible appearances, 
others recorded inthe old 
teffament, were, no doubt, to be 
underfiood, as preludes of the fu- 
ture of the fon ci 
God. 

It is alfo worthy of remark, 
that names which were peculiar, 
or appropriate to the God of Ii- 
racl, are given, both in the old 
teftament andnew, to the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, particularly the 
name Jehovah, which the God of 
Vfracl challen; 


’ 


risht, and the fe 


Rea atsnne 
MCaraa.oas 


ves aS his pec uliar 
sever etteemed 
any of the ci- 
or tithes. Chrifi is ex- 
called by this moit facred 
name, Jer. yxut 6 * And this 
is the name whereby he fhail be 
called the Lord (or Jehovah) our 
righteoufnefs.” i. e. the righteous 
branch, which was to be raifed up 
unto David, was to be called by 
this name, 23 patois from the 
forego’ ne This may be 
placed in a itill more turiking j point 

ight, by obfe rving that the 
werd Jehovah in the Hebrew, 
which, 
teil 


Lord, 


the moik facred at 


V ine name 
fale: 


verfe, 


ih 
till 


when tranflated in the oid 
ulually rendered 
is conitantly by the feptua- 
t were Ull- 
with the 

renders 


I$ in the Seock, WY hic ‘h Sy 


ment, 18 


ies oat 1 
Guaineea 
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1 802. | On the di vinity of Fefus Chri/t. 5 2 
in the new teftament, invariably | mighty God, are alfo names ap. 
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tranflated Lord, and is an avpro- 
priate name of our Lord fefus 
Chrift, which is a trong prefump- 
tion that Jefus Chrilt is the Jeho- 
vah. 

The names and titles of Holy 
One, Holy One of Ged, and 
Holy One of Lirael, are, alfo, 
promifcuoutly applied to Jehovah, 
the God of Ifrae!, and to the 
Lord Jefus Chriitt. Thefe names 
and titles, the lait the moft fre- 
quent, are ufed nearly fifty times 
in the old teftament, and more 
frequently by the prephet [faiah 
than by any other facred writer. 
They are the appropriate names 
or titles of Jchovah the God of Lf- 
rael, but they are many trmes 
uked where Jefus Chriit is unquef- 
tionably meant. ‘To this purpofe 
fee Pfalm xvi.-10. * Thou wilt 
not fuffer thine Holy one, to fee 
corruption.” Pfalm Ixxxix. 19. 
* Thou fpakeft in vifion to thine 
holy one.’”? To the fame purpofe 
fee Ifaiah xli. 14. xliti, 14. xlvin. 

4. xlix, 7. lv. 5. Ix. 14. The 
fame title ts alfo given to Chriit in 
the new. teftament, Mark % 14. 
Luke iv. 34. Aéts ii. 17. xii. 35. 
That name or title, being in thefe, 
and parallel places, promifcuoufly 
applied to the Jehovah of Ifrael, 
aud to the redeemer, inakes it, at 
leaft, probable, that by the Jehovah 
of the old tefltamcit, we are to 
underftand, by way of eminence, 
the fecond perfon in the Trinity, 
who was afterwards incarnate, and 
that, as he wrought deliverances 
for Ifrael, which were peculiar 
to them above all other people, fo 
he hath perfeéted a glorious re- 
demption, for his {piritual Ifrael, 
and therefore, both in the typical 
and antitypical deliverance, he 
makes himiclf known to his peo- 
ple by the fame names and titles. 
‘Luc name of God, great God, and 
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a 
propriated te Tehovah the God of 
ifraei; but thefe are ufed where 
te Lord redeemer, is undoubtedly 
te perfouare meant. To this pur- 
pofe notice the following paflages 
asafpecimen, [aiahix. 6.“ Foruns 
to usa child is bora, unto usa fon 
is civen, and the government fhail 


be upon his fhoulder, and his 


a. 


name fhail be called Wonderful, 


Counfellor, the mighty God, the 


| everlatting Father, the Prince of 


| Peace.” 


Chap. xiv. 18, 21, 22. 
“ The Lord that created the 
heavens, God himfelf that formed 
the earth and made it—A juit 
God and a Saviour—Look uato 
me and be ye faved, all the ends 


(of the earth for I am God and 


there is none elfe.”’ 

The fame relations to the 
church, the fpiritual [frael, are 
alfo fuftained by Jehovah the God 
of Ifrael, and by the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. I fhall inftance only in 
the relation of a hufband, or the 
exiilence of a marriage covenant 
betweenthem. Jehovah the God 


| of Hfrael, was the hufband of his 


: ot hofts is his name. 





people, Ifaiah liv. 5. * For thy 
maker is thine hufband, the Lord 
° Jer. xxzi. 
32. “ Which my covenant they 
brake, altho’? I was an hufband 
unto them faith the Lord.” 
Chap. liv. 1. ‘ More are the 
children of the defolate, than the 
children of the married wife faith 
the Lord.”? Ezek. xvi. 8-20, 
21. **f entered into a covenant 
with thee, faith the Lord God, 
and thou becameft mine.”’ i. e.in 
a marriage relation. ‘ Thou hait 
taken thy fons and thy daughters, 
whom thou haft born unto me, 
and thefe haft thou {facrificed, 
Thou haft flain my children.” 
Hofea ii. 19. “1 will betroth 
thee uato me forever; yea I will 
betroth thze unto me in righteouf- 
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nefs, and in judgment, and in 
loving kindnefs, and in mercies.’ 
Jer, ui. 14. Turn O backfliding 
children, faith the Lord ; for I 
am married unto you.” But it 
is the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is, 
by way of eminence, the hufband 
of the church. The entire book 
of Solomon’s Song is an allegoric- 
al reprefentation of the myttical 
marziage between Chrift and the 
church. He is exprefsly called 
the hufband of the church. 2 Cor. 
xi. 2. * For I have efpoufed you 
to one hufband, that I may pre- 


fent you, as a chafte virgin unto | 


Chri’ Rev. xxi. 9. “1 will 


fhew thee the bride, the lamb’s | 


wife.” 

In addition to thefe remarks, 
let it be obferved, that many texts 
in the old teftament, which evi- 


dently relate to Jehovah the God | 


of Ifrael, are cited by the facred 
penman of the new teftament, and, 
applied tothe Lord Jefus Chrift. 


Among infances of this kind, | 


the following may be felected, as 
deferving notice. Pfalm xviii. 
18. * Thou haf afcended on 
high, thou haft led captivity cap- 
tive, thou haft received gifts for 
men ; yea for the rebcllious alfo, 
that the Lerd God might diwell 
among them.” ‘That be who is 
reprefented as afeendiag up on 
high isthe fame with Jehovah the 
God of ifrael, appears both from 


the {cope of the Pfalm, and from | 


the immediate context. But this 
pafiage is cited by the Apoftle 
Paul, and applied to Chrift. Eph. 


iv. 8. Pfalm xlvii. 5. * God is | 
gre up with a fhout, and the | 


ord with the found of a trum- 
pet,” refers to Jehovah the God 
of [frael, but has an evident allu. 
fion to the afcenfion of Chriit. 
Pfalm xcvii. “* Worfhip him a!l 
ye Gods.”?’ The him whom all 


theGods are to worthip, is fpo- | 





[Seer 


_ken of in the beginning of the 
i pfalm, asthe Lord who reigneth 
| over all the earth, and who hath 
| righteoufnefs and judgment for 
| the habitation ofhisthrone. But 
this paflage is, by the infpired 
penman of the epiitle to the He- 
brews, cited and applied unto 
Chrift, in the character of the 
only begotten fon of God, only 
with this variation, that they who 
are, by the Pfalmift, called Gods, 
are, by the apoftle, called angels, 
| Heb. i. 6. Pfalm xlv. is one 
| which according to the opinion 
of all judicious interpreters is ap- 
plicable to the Lord Jefus Chriit, 
but verfe 6, “¢ Thy throne O God 
is forever and ever, the {ceptre of 
| thy kingdom is a right {ceptre,” 
is without all difpute applicable to 
_ Jehovah the God of Ifrael, who 
alone hath a kingdom, and ever 
lafting dominion. But this paf- 
_fage is cited and applied to Chriit 
as the fon of God. Heb. i. 8. 
More particularly ftil], we have 
fome peculiarly ftriking charaéter- 
iftics of Jehovah the God of If 
rael, Pfalm cii. 25, 26, 27. 
«Thy years are throughout ail 
generations. Of old haft thou 
laid the foundation of the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of 
thy hands, They thall perifh, 
but thou fhalt endure, yea all of 
them fhall wax old as a garment, 
as a vefture fhalt thou change 
them, and they fhall be changed : 
but thou art the fame and thy 
| years fhall have no end,” cited 
| and applied to Chrift, Heb. i. 10, 
11, 12. Ifaiah xl. 3. * Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, or Jeho- 
| hovah.” ‘That this Lord or Jeho- 
| yah, was Chriil appears from the 
| citation and application of the 
_patloge in the new teftament, 
| Mat. iii. 3. [faiah viii, 13, 14. 
« Sanctify the Lord, (or Jeho- 
vah) of Holts himfelf, and let 
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him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread. And he fhall be for 
a fan@tuary, but for a ftone of 
ftumbling, and for a rock of of- 
fence.” That this Lord or Je- 
hovah of hofts, was the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, appears from the cita- 





tion and application of the paf- 
fage to Chrift by two different | 
apoftles. By Paul Rom. ix. 33. 
~ by Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 8. Joel | 
i. 23. & Whofoever thall call on | 
a name of the Lord, (or Icho- 
vah,) fhall be delivered, * is cited | 
and applied to Chrilt, Rom. x. | 
12, 13. Other paffages of the | 
fame kind might doubtlefs ved 
mentioned but thefe are fuffici 

for the purpofe. Thefe ob reson \- 
tions, taken together, afford, |] 
think at leaft, a ftrong prefumpt- 
ive evidence, if not full and con- | 


| 


clufive proof, that when the name | 
Jehovah is ufed in the old tefta- | 
ment, as pointing out the God 

of Ifrael, it has principal refer- | 


ence to the Mefliah, the Lord our | i 


righteoufnefs, afterwards incar- 
nate, or that the fecond perfon in 
the Trinity, who is alfo camed the | 
Logos or Word, and who was 
afterwards made ficth, was, ond we 
way of eminence the Jehovah of | 
the old teftament. If thefe ob- | 
fervations are juft, the divinity | 
of Chrift refts upon a foundation | 
not to be fhaken, and thefe | 
thoughts, if traced more fully, | 
no doubt tend to reflect additional | 
light upon that important doc- | 
trine, which lies fo near the found- | 
ation of the faith and hope of 
true Chriftians. Ze 





Thoughts on the Angel of the Lord. | 


Mess’rs Epirors, 
IF you judge the following 
worthy of a place, you will pleafe 


to infert it in your very ufeful 
magazine, 





F the exiftence, powers and 
employment of angels we 


have no certain knowledge, except. 


from the holy feriptures, which 
diftinguith one kind of rational 
creatures in the intelligent fyftem 
by thename of Angels, —They 


| defcribe thefe as poffeffed of noble 


| powers, moit amiable properties, 
and the great minifters of God’s 
univerfal. kingdom—the fpecial 
agents of accomplifhing his de- 
| fins i in the works of providence 
and grace. By them he commu. 
nicated inftru@tions, and made 
revelations of future events, to 


the pane: prophets and &pof- 


t | tles. By them he hath inflicted 


terrible judgments on the world, 
and 1 wrought many falvations for 


his people. While the feriptures 


| frequently introduce angels as em- 


ployed in ‘accomplithing the pleaf- 
ure of God, they fometimes in- 
troduce one with peculiar marks 
of diftin@tion and eminence, terme 
ing him, THE ANGEL OF THE 
Lorp. The fentiments propofed 
to be exhibited on this charatter 
will be fuggefted in attempting 
anfwers to the following queltions. 

. Who is this angel of the 
nein ? 

A reply to this enquiry will be 
produced by confidering the paf- 
Mages which introduce him, Gen. 
xvi. 7) 13. And the angel of the 


| Lord faid, Flagar, eubence cot oft 


thou-——I will multiply thy feed exe 
| ceedingly—Ai id foe ‘called the name 
of the Lord, Jehovah, who /pake 
unio ber. . Thou God fee/? me. 
Upon this palage two remarls 
are very obvious. This angel 


addrefled and al ‘promifes to 
Hagar in terms proper only for 
the true and all-fufficient God. J 
will multiply thy feed exceeding- 
ly. The fame form of expref- 
fion which God ufed to Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob. And pronoun- 
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ced the promife to be fulfilled by his 
own independent felf-fufficiescy 
andpower. 2. Hagar received this 
promifein full confidence,thati itwas 
made by the true God, afcribing 
to him omriprefe: ice, a property 


originally divine and incommun- | 


cable. And fhe ealled the name 
of the Lord who fpake to her, 
Thou God feeft me, Similar to 
this is chap, xxt. 
the angel of the pa called to her 
out of  hiae n and faidy Mtrife lift 
up the lad for I will make of him a 
great ration. Chap. xxu. 1, 
nr thefe things God did tempt 
Abraham : and aid, Take now thy 
fon i—ILfacc ond offer pe fora Sarnt 


-y 
~* 


of Ting. —Vver. 13. And tb. angel of 


the Lord calledunto hin out of heaven 
and fai?, lay not thine hand upon 
the lad—now I know that > a 
are God fecing thou haft not with. 
held thine only fon from me. ver. 
a 1%. nd the ange 1 of the Lord 
all. ed unto Abr rabam the fecond time 
end [aid —By myf: if have df WOT, 
Jaith the Lord— hatin &/ effing 
3H blefs This is quoted by 
as the oath 
he could 


Wild Ofe/s thee, 
the apoilie, Feb. vi. 

of him, who, becaufe 
fwear by 
felf—as the oath of the eternal 
immutable God. 
nd the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him, Ts fofes, in a flame of fire, 
Cul of the midi of the bulh and fatd, 
J ain t d of thy  faiher the God 
of Al er the ‘Ged of [faac, 
and the God of Facob. This is 
guoted by Chn itt in Mark xii. 26. 
and Luke xx. 37. and applied to 
the true God. There is 


reaion to conclude, that it was 


we G 2 


the fame angel of the Lord who | 
fod the Ifrealites in their | 
| we not conclufive evidence, that 


acconmip 


jour ae 


ey Seon Egypt, Exod. xiii. 
Who fpake to Mofes 


440 a 
count Sinai; Ads vii. 28 : 


va 


addrefled the Ifrealites, Judges | 


ii. 1; who appeared to Manoah, 
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no greater, fw are bv him- | 
| that he lifted up his eyes and looked 
Exod. til. 1, 2. | 


| thou fandeft ts holy, 
_form of fpeech was addreffed to 
good | 
| in the buth, and manifelted this 


W ho ; 


[Scerr, 


| Judges xiii. and was fo converfant 

with the Ifraelites in the days of 
their kings and prophets. 
' thefe paflages it is moit manifef, 


By 
that this angel of the Lord was 


| that Almighty God, who was the 


fhield and exceeding great reward 


of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob. 


| But as the ever bleffed God, fince 
'the apoftacy, has had no inter. 
4—20. And | 


| mediator, can we confiftently ap. 


courfe with mankind but thro’ a 


ply this to any other than the fe. 

ond perfoni in the adorable trinity? 
Belides, as he is called the angel, 
or meflenger, of the Lrd, to un- 
derftand or apply this to the divine 
nature in the firft perfon of the 
rinity would be a moft decided 
impropriety and abfurdity. 

Let us now confider fome other 
reprefentations of him. Gen. «viii, 


2. And the Lorp appeared to him, 


_ Abraham, in the sae of Mamre, 
i 


and he lifted up eyes and looked 


_ and lo three men flood by him-—One 
of thefe he addreffed, My Lord 


if now I have found favor in thy 
Sight——And he faid lo, Sarah thy 


_ wife foall have a fon—Is any thing 
| toohard for the Lord—Jofhua v, 


13. When Joftwa was by Fericho, 


J x 


and there flocd a man over againft 


him with his fword drawn in his 


| hand—And he faid as captain of 
| the “hoft of the Lord*® am JI now 


COME. And the captain of the 


| Lord’s hoft faid, loofe thy hoe from 


off thy foot for the ground whereon 
The fame 


Mofes by the angel of the Lord 


to be the fame perfon. And from 
the preceding obfervations have 


* Was not this the origin of the title 
| by which the mothigh fo frequently 


addreffed his people, Tue Loap 08 
Hosts? 
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this angel of the Lord, was the 
ETERNAL WORD the fecond per- 
fon inthe bleffed trinity, appear- 
ing in a vifible form—the fame ma- 
jeltic perfonage who, in a future 
period, would be made flefh and 
dwell among men and became our 
glorious ImManuEL ? We may 
now enquire, 


Secondly, For what purpofes 


he made thefe appearances ? And’ 


may we not fuppofe the following? 

1. For the inftruCtion, encour- 
agement and comfort, of thofe to 
whom he appeared.—In times of 
darknefs and diftrefs how oppor- 
tune and effential were the initruc- 
tions and fupport which they re- 
ceived from the angel of the Lord ? 
Hagar in the wildernefs, Abra- 
ham at mount Moriah, Jacob at 
Bethel, and under fearful appre- 
henfions from his brother Efau, 
and Mofes with the Ifraelites at 
the Red fea and in their journey 
thro’ the wildernefs to the land 
of promife. 

2. To reconcile their minds to 
that myfterious doé¢trine and 
event, the incarnation of the fon 


of God.—The myitery of godii- , 


nefs, God manifeft in the fiefh, 
hath ever perplexed and confound- 
ed the wifdem ofthe world. The 


incarnation and crucifixion of the | 
fon of God hath never been di- | 


gelted nor relifhed by the unbe- 
lieving heartofman. In this age 
of mental improvement, how ma- 
ny are offended at the do¢trine of 
the crofs ? Even among the cho- 
fen, how many, like Thomas, are 
faithlefs and unbelieving ? If, in 
the full blaze of evangelical truth, 
and when the certainty of the fa& 
is fupported by the moft demon- 
{trative evidence, the human heart 
is fo fceptical, and the faith of 
the pious fo apt to be mifled, how 
dark and unbelieving muft have 
been the ftate of the werkd, and 
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how feeble the faith even of thofe 
who were waiting for the confvla- 
tion of Ifrael, when the doGrine 
was exhibited only by figurative 
promifes, or obf{fcure prophecies, 
and as avery diftant event /—And 
did not the compaffionate Re- 
deemer from pity to the bewilder- 
ed ftate and the uaftable faith of 
his people illuitrate the poffibility 
of the event by afluming a vifible 
form and cultivating a familiar 
| converfe with them ? If, when 
meditating on the important and 
| glorious event, their uubelicving 
hearts fhould fay, how can thefe 
| things be ? how direGily mught 
their faith reply, but even now 
the Son of God favors us with 
occalional and friendly vilits, and 
why may he notaccomplifh that, in 
reality whichhenow doesinappear- 
ance ? And if we derive fuch re- 
lief and comfort from thefe tran- 
| fient vifitations from him in our 
| trials on earth, how defirable, low 
glorious will eternal redemption 
| trom all evil be, in his prefence, in 
heaven ? How natural and eafy, 
in the mind’s view, the tranfition 
from the appearance to the real- 
ity How peculiarly adapted 
were thefe appearances to convuace 
and fatisfy their minds, of the 
pofibility of the event and per- 
fuade their hearts to the belief of 
it May we not conlider thefe 
appearances, 
| 3. As fo many earnelts of his 
| future incarnation, and defigned 
| to confirm the faith of his people 








init? Afterit was moft graeioufly 
promifed that the werd fhould be 
made flefh and dwell among men, 
were not thofe appearances fo 
many practical affurances, that 
| faithful was he who had promifed 
who alfo would do it? And how 
mightily did they tend to confirm 
their faith in the fure accomplifh- 
ment of the promife? In the con- 
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elufion of every interview, how 
naturally would they reflec and 
fay, God will affuredly taberna- 
cle with men ? Already he antici- 
pates the event: We rejoice in 
confidence of it. 

4. To excite earneft expefa- 
tions and defires of his incarnation 
in their minds. If an explana- 
tion of the prophecies refpecting 
the appearance and fufferings of 
the Meffiah, conftrained the difci. 


ples to fay, How did our hearts | 


burn within us, while he talked 
with usin the way, and opened 
to us the fcriptures ? how muit 
thefe perfonal interviews of the 
redeemer to the patriarchs, have 
infpired thofe who were looking 
for redemption by him with glow- 
ing affe€tion and ardent defires for 
his coming and kingdom, con- 
{training them to pray ardently 
come Lord Jefus, come quickly ? 
' In meditating on this fubjeé, 
we naturally reflect, How intent 
was the Son of Godon the ardu- 
ous work of redemption ! Before 
the heavens were prepared, or the 
foundations of the earth were ap- 
poited, he rejoiced in the habita- 
ble parts of the earth and his de- 
lithts were with the fons of men. 
As fvon as there was oecafion and 
opportunity for his merciful inter- 
pofition, he commenced the glo- 
rious work and antecedent to the 
a€tual accomplifhment of it, af- 
forded gracious aid to his chofen 
people, appearing to them and 
converfing with them, and in his 
love and pity he bore them, and 
carried them all the days of old. 
How mutt this angel of the Lord 
have been abferbed in this won- 
derful work, arduous as it was, 
that he fhould have fo contempla- 
ted it, anticipated the a€tual per- 
formance by fo many previous ap- 
pearances, and fo inceffantly pro- 


fecuted, until he had. completed 
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(Serr. 


it !—-How admirable his benevo. 


| lence, his condefcenfion his hu- 
| mility and his grace ! How mutt 
| he have endeared himfelf to an. 


gels and to men by fuch aftonifh. 


| ing and affecting difplays of them! 


And mutt not, will not the re. 
deemed, moft affeCtionately and 
thankfully, afcribe bleffing and 
praife, for everand ever, to him 
who has loved them, and wafhed 
them from their fins in his own 


blood ! 
PEREGRINUS. 





SEVERAL communications, 
under the fignaiure of Aithenes, 
have been received from the ingenious 
and pious author of “The Gofpel a 
Dottrine according to Godlinefs,” 
which was publifbed in fix numbers, 
in the firft volume of this Magazine, 
beginning at page 251. 


Extract or A LETTER TO THE 
Ep:tTors. 





“& GENTLEMEN, 

AS 1 herewith tranfmit fev. 
yieces with a view tothe 
Evangelical Magazine, provided 
they fhall be judged fuitable for 
that purpofe, I beg to be indul- 
ced in fome explanations, to ac- 
count for the part I am aécting, 
and to juftify the requeft I am 
about to make. 

I have long been in very low 
health, and during the laft nine 
months preceding the beginning 
of this, almoft wholly confined, 
incapable of preaching, or vifit- 
ing my people, or performing any 
public minifterial duty. 

Almoft all that I have hereto- 
fore written, in any form, on re- 
ligious fubje€ts, is interfperfed 
with fo many chara¢ters and ab- 
breviations, as to be of no ufe to 
any but myfelf. Withing to be 
not wholly ufelefs in my confined 
and extremely feeble ftate, I con- 


eral 


— 
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ceived the defign of employing 


the {mall portion of time, in 
which I am able to fit at my table 
and. handle my pen, in refcuing 
frem oblivion fome of my former 
compofitions, by making from 
them extracts and tranfcripts into 
alegible hand, that my children, 
at leaft, might be able to read 
them. I found] could do a little 
in this way, when too weak, in 
mind as well as body, to do any 
thing to purpofe in the way of new 
compofitions. And whilit I am 
incapable of addrefling my fellow- 
creatures on the great things of 
religion inthe ufual way of my 
calling, if I could furnifh any 





thing adapted for their inttruction, | 


improvement or quickening, thro’ 
the medium of the prefs, I hoped 
I fhould not live altogether in 
vain. I therefore put my extracts 
inaform adapted to a magazine 
publication.. Some of thefe I 


now communicate ; and if thefe | 
fhould prove acceptable, and my 
_ tion, I have fome hope that I fhall 


life fhould be continued, I may , 
probably make further communi. | 
cations.” 





For THE Connecticut Evan: | 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


bors, Friendly and Thoughiful. 


R. THOUGHT- 
Ftitut M FUL, as you ap- 


pear to gay confiderable attention 
to the fcriptures, I prefume you 


mutt have remarked, that, accord- | 


ing to thofe facred writings, all 
mankind are comprifed within two 
general divifions, defignated by 
the general terms, the. righteous 
and the wicked—faints and finners 
—believers and uubelievers—chil- 
dren of God and children of the 
devil, 


Thought. 1 have indeed often 


noticed this, and viewed itas a 


Vou. III, No. 3. 


| 


| 
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very folemn and awakening truth, 
that all who fallentirely fhort of the 
chara€ter of the righteous as 
drawn in the fcriptures, muft of 
courfe be ranked among the wiek- 
ed, who are in the way to deftruc- 
tion. 


F. May I then ufe the free. 


‘dom to afk, whether you have 


made the application to yourfelf, 
fo asto come to a fatisfatory 
conclufion in your own mind, to 
which of thefe great divifions of 
mankind you belong ? 

7. Alas! fir, I muft readily 
acknowledge, that, accordiug to 


‘the plain tenorof the feriptures, 


I am conttrained to view myfelf as 
rankmg omong the wicked. 

F. De you then entertain any 
expectation of efcaping the des 
ftruction to which the wicked are 
condemned in the word of God? 
Have you any hope that you fhall 
be faved ? 

T. I confefs that, notwithe 
ftanding my prefent awful fitua- 


be faved. 
F. Have you any reafon for 
| this hope ? 


T. I think I have. 
F. What reafon ¢an you pro- 


. , | duce to fhow that your hope is ra- 
hoose oll Ba Peo: ' y P 
Serious difcourfe between two neigh- | +504) or well founded, and fot 


| amere fond prefumption ? 


T. I find many things revealed 
and declared in the fcriptures, 
which encourage me to hope that 
I fhall be faved—fome of which 
I will mention, viz. ** Look un- 
to me, and be ye faved, all the 
ends of the earth—Ho, every 
one that thirfteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no mon- 
ey, &c.—Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near. 
wicked forfake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, 
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and he will have red upon him ; 
and to our God, for he wil! alone. 
dantly pardon.—As I live faith 
the Lord God, I have ao pleal- 

ure in the death of the wicked ; 
but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live-—As Mofes lit- 
edup the ferpent im the wilder- 
nefs, even fo mult the fon of man 
be lifted up ; that whofoever be- 


lieveth in him fhould not perith, 


I 


but have etériz al life. For God i 


fo loved the world, that he gave 


his only bevotten fon, that who- | 


feever believeth in hii fhould not 
perifh, but have everlatting fe. 
Yor God fent not his fon into the 
world to conde a the world ; 
but that the world through him 
might be “ees a was in 
shrift, reconciling the world unto 
himfelf, not imputing their tref- 
palles unto them.—As tho’ God 
did befeech you by us; we pray 
in Chrift’s flead, be ye recon- 
ciitedto God. For he hath made 
him to be fin for us who knew no 
that we might be made the 
nufnefs ry God in him. 
31s a faithful favi ney and wor- 
f all accept , that Chrilt 
Jefus caume intot the pee to fave 
finners ; of whom I am chief. 
—God our faviour, wha will have 
all men to be faved, and to come 
unto the knowledie of the truth.’ 
i. Thefe and fuch like 
ges of facred wet fhow, th it fin 
avec and indifputa 
that fc me will be {a 


ners nv ay be 


{- 
4! 
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bly im wide, 


véd. But do you, fir, contider 


thefe and fimtlar declarations 2s 
implying or amount —s to a prom. 
ife of falvation to finn { 
Or do you infer from them, 


all mankind wiil be aved, or eve 


all under ¢ the lige ht of the gory nel ? 


Lé By no meails. The ic Tip 
tures moft clearly and decided! y 
— the contrary. Even fome 


ho heard the gofpel £ rom the 
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mouth of Chrift himfelf, mea § faw 
many of his mighty works will, 
m vd day of judgment, be con- 
demned a more intolerable pun- 
tthanthe peot vole of Sodom. 
f, Who of all the numerous 
hearers of the g rofpel, will be 
ap ’ A ? € 
They only who repent— 
who S beh ve onthe Lord Jefus 
Chrift—who receive the love of 
the truth, and obey the gofpel 
according to the plain aid de- 


cifive language of infpiration, 


'<¢ Without holinefs no man fhall 


fee the Lord.’’ 
It appears then, that you 
have no reafon to — you fhail 


| be faved, unlefs ea become a 
| true penitent, a fincere bel: 


a cordial friend to Jefus Chrit a 
fubject of real holinefs. 

T. True ; I have not the leaft 
reafon to expe falvation upon 
any other fuppofition. 

F. But do you expect, that 
you fhall ever, of your own ac- 
cord, or by a own exertions, 


| repent an nd believe, to the faving 


of your foul ? 
T. Some appear to think they 


'ean and will re pert and turn ‘to 


God, when they find it indifpe n 


| libly necec} lary, to < irs impend- 


ings de ftruction. And I once faw 
no reafon why I Sis not expect, 
by my carneft endeavors and more 
vigorous and pefevering exertions, 
to accomplifh fuch a reformation 
and change, as would iffue in fal- 
vation : but alas, I have hitherto 
ue ‘d, totally failed, and am con- 
iirained to confefs s, that from all 
pait and prefent experience of my 
own hemt, L fee no reafon to ‘ink 
I fhall ever of myfelf come to re- 
pentance, or exercife the leaft de- 
rree of true love to God, or gol- 
pel-holinefs, but abundant reafon 
to cor ncinlle: that I fhall not, with- 
out being firlt moved to it and 
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wrought ‘upon by the fpirit he who feeks fhal! find ; 


I fir 


eat 


{Sod : and the fcriptures, 
confirm this conclufion.— 


| 


cept aman ‘be born again, he can- | 
not fee the kingdom of God.— | 
By grace are ye faved through | 


fai ith 5 ; and that not o 
itis the gift of God: —N t by 


worms of righteou fnefs which we 


T yourfe ves 5 | 
| attaimed's : 


have done, but according to his 


= th raimauner 
tie wal baa basp. 
< 


mercy 92 Art 5| 
of regeneration, aa renewing of 
Faby Gholt.—Ev ry 
“af and every perfect 
cometh down from the 
lights. Of his own 
will berat he us with the word of 
ie Thefe and’ numerous 
other paffages plainly teach me ‘9 
view all the holinefs 
cver found in me: as being ori- 
ginally not of themfelves, but of 
God. 
F. Why then do you hope that 
you fhall yet repent and turn to 


ood 
é 


, ‘ 
above, ana 


jt m “4 
Father of 


. - 
rooaneis or 
wv 


sift is from | 
' the beftowment 
grace, 


God ? Do you think that he is | 
under any ailigation to grant the | 


fpecial influences of his fpirit to 
all mankind ? or that he aétually 
doth fo? or that he hath promifed 
this infinite favor to any thing that 
you fhali do, whilf out of Chrift, 
altog rether felfith, and dead in fin? 
or that you can lay him under any 
obligation to do it for you ? 

T. I muft confefs I do not 
find any evidence that this is the 
cafe. On the contrary, I find 
that fo long as I am out ef Chriit 
—fo long as ] do not believe on 
himy in the manner required to in- 
title to falvation, I am fo far 
from having either a prefent title 
to life, or a gracious promife of 
the fpecial, efficacious influence 
of us {pirit to ¢lange my ans 
that lam under the curfe, con- 
demned already, and the wrath of 
God abideth on me. Indeed, I 


find there is a promife, that he 
who afks fhall receive, and that 
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but alas, 
I have afked and foug whit 2 again and 
avai : and yet do not receive or 
find. I therefore conclude the 
afking and feeking, to which the 
promife is made, is a different 
thing from any to which I have 
or imp lies another kind 
of defire, and afting from other 
principles and motives, or foroth- 
er ends, than I have ever yet done. 
I likewife find, that Cod cleims 
it as his right and prerog -ative, to 
doas he pleafes, with refpect to 

of his favor 
His lencuage is, * I wi 
be gracious to whom J will be 
gracious, and will fhew mercy on 
whom I will fhew mercy.” 

F. Is it not then a fact, area 
truth, that if you are ever con- 
verted and faved, it will be by the 
free grace of God, to which you 
have no claim, and which he may 
grant or withhold as he fees fit ; 
fo that it may be truly faid, if 
God fees fit or is pleafed to beftow 
his grace upon you,—to give you 
ain nei urt to know him, to repent 
and turn and receive the love 
of thetruth, you will be convert- 
ed and faved; but otherwife you 
vill certainly perifh ? 

7. a doth indeed appear to 
be the true flate of the cafe. 

F. wi hat then is the ground 
of your haope? or what “reafon 
have you to hope, that you may 
yet be converted and faved ? 

T. So far as I can learn from 
the fcriptures, and from the 
preaching and inilruétions which 
“ppear to me to wae et with 
them, all the reafon I have to 


; hope that Imay yet beconve ‘rted & 


faved, may be fimima ily exprefle d 
in thefe following particulars, viz. 

1. Jefus Chritt, by the one of- 
fering of himfelf for fin and be- 
coming obedient unto death, hath 
made an atonement for fin and 
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wro’t out a righteoufnefs perfedt- 
ly acceptable and well-pleafing to 
God, every way fufficient to ren- 
der it confiftent with his juflice 
and the beft good of his kingdom, 
to juftify and fave every one who 
believeth in Jefus ; and alfo to 
grapt the {pecial influences of his 
‘Spirit to whomfoever he pleafes, 
for their conviction, quickening 
and fan@tification. Hence, God 
not only declares that he will be 
gracious to whom he will be gra- 
cious, but hath alfo exprefsly 
promifed falvation to every one 
who believeth. 

2. God is infinitely gracious 
and merciful. 


3. He hath in fa&t had mercy 


on many, and even on fome of the 
chief of finners. Therefore, it 
may be that he will have mercy 
on me, 

4. It is plain from the ferip- 
tures, that he intends to fave a 
number of mankind. Therefore, 
it may be that I fhall yet be faved. 

5- His fending the gofpel, the 
word of falvation, into a place, 
feems to carry an intimetion, that 
he hath a defign to convert and 
fave at leaft fome in that place. 

The gofpcl is called the word 
of faith, and the word of falva- 
tion; and Paul fays, “ Faith com- 
eth by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” If I rightly ap- 
prehend the fcriptures upon this 
head, the word of God is the 
divinely appointed mean of faith 
and falvation, and neceflary to it, 
at leait, according to God’s ordi- 
nary method of operaticn. 

Although an heart to believe, 
or to receive the love of the truth, 
is an effect of the fpecial opera- 
tion of the fpirit of God ; yet in 
order to the -aétual exercife of 
faith in Chrift, it is neceflary that 
he fhould be revealed or made 
known. For men, tho’ ever fo 
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well difpofed, cannot believe in 
him of whom they have not heard, 
or of whom they have no knowl. 
edge ; and the word appears to 
be the divinely appointed mean 
of the knowledge neceflary in or- 
derto aétual believing on the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Nor can I difcover, 
that God doth often, if ever, 
change the hearts of finners who 
have come to years of difcretion, 
without fome knowledge of the 
ob'e&t of faith derived from the 
word. It does not appear, that 
in the days of the apoftles falva- 
tion was fent to any except where 
the gofpel, the word of falvation, 
was fent ; and wherever this 
word was fent, there appears to 
be evidence, that it was made ef. 
feétual to the faith and falvation 
of fome. Hence there appears 


| to be more reafon to hope for the 


falvation of fome among thofe 
who have opportunity to hear the 
word or derive inftruétion from it, 
than among thofe who have not ; 


| and I accordingly entertain more 
hope of my own falvation, than I 


fee prefent reafon to have of that 
of any individual among thoife 
where the gofpel is, and appears 
likely to continue, totally un- 
known : And efpecially, if the 
word hath taken effect upon me 
fo far, that my attention is great- 
ly engaged to it, and I am exci- 
ted to hften to and fearch it, with 
ferious and deep concern about 
my fpiritual ftate and eternal wel- 
fare,there feems to be proportion- 
ably greater reafon to hope God 
intends to make it efle€tual to my 
falvation, But afterall, fo long 
as fam impenitent and deflitute 
of all real holinefs, unbelieving and 
out of Chrift, and do not receive 
the love of the truth, I am far 
from having any promife or fure 
evidence that I fhall be faved. 
And if I have long fat under the 
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word, and heard the gofpel preach. | 
ed, year after year, without any 
faving effe&, and efpecially, if I 
am now as carelefs and ftupid and | 
hard-hearted as ever, or even | 
more fo, it is evident, that I have 
very great reafon to fear, that I} 
fhall die in my fins, and lie down in 
forrow. There is a may be, a pof- | 
fibility, that I fhall be faved ; but | 
to all appearance, far greater rea- 
fon to fear that I fhall perith. 

Sir, I have now ftated the fum | 
and fubftance of what I can fay | 
refpeGting the grounds or reafon 
of my hope ; from which yeu will 
readily perceive, that when I faid, 
I had fome hope that I fhould be 
faved, I did not mean to intimate 
that I thought I had any prefent 
title to falvation, or any meafure 
of that find of hope which the 
real Chriftian experiences ; but 
only, that I confidered my con- 
dition as being not altogether 
hopelefsor totally defperate—that 








I believed there was a poffibility, 
and, at leaft, fome degree of 
probability, that I fhould be fa- 
ved ; fuch, however, as may ad- 
mit a greater probability that I 
fhall finally perifh. AndI freely 
acknowledge, that I often appear 
to myfelf to be upon the point of 
concluding my cafe is quite hope- 
jefs. Notwithftanding all the 
awakening and inftructive means 
which I enjoy, and all the infi- 
nitely folemn and weighty argu- 
ments and motives which are pla- 
cad before me, I find myfelf fo 
extremely blind, flupid and un- 
feeling, and my heart fo entirely 
eftranged from God, fo perfectly 
dead in fin, fo deceitful and def- 
perately wicked, and apparently 
growing worle and worfe, that I 
am, attimes, almoft driven to the 
conclufion, that God will certain. 
ly caft me off forever—that there 





is no room left to hope that I fhall 
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ever find mercy ; and nothing ap- 
pears to keep me from finking in- 
to defpair, but a perfuafion of the 
important truths which I have al. 


| ready mentioned, and that God is 


an infinitely wife, holy and gra- 
cious Sovereign, who can and will 
have mercy on whom he pleafes, 
and even on fome of the chief of 
finners. 

If any reader of the preceding 
difcourfe fhould be ready to fay, 
that, according to the ftatement 
contained ia it, the cafe of fin- 
ners is very awful and alarming ; 
it will be readily admitted, that it 
is indeed fo. Yetif thisisin truth 
the cafe, is it not beft that it 
fhould be known ? Is it not evi- 
dently of importance, that finners 
fhould be convinced of the truth 
with re{pec to their real character 
and fituation ? 

If it fhould be inquired, wheth- 
er this reprefentation of the cafe 
of finners will not tend rather to 
difcourage them, and to drive 
them into defpair, than to be of 
any real fervice to them ;-it may 
be replied, that it is calculated 
and defigned to make them defpair 
of obtaining falvation by their 
own righteoufnefs, or of bring- 
ing God under any obligation to 
convert and fave them, or of at- 
taining to truc happinefs in any 
way except that of meer free 
grace through the redemption 
which is in Chrift. Avnd till they 
are brought to this kind of def- 
pair, it is conceived, they will nev- 
er rightly apprehend and cordially 
embrace the gofpel. Great num- 
bers, it is probable, areruined by 
prefumption, to. oue that is loft 
bydefpair. And if-the preceding 
exhibition fhonld prove a means 
of bringing any unrenewed finners 
to a realizing conviction that their 
condition is quite asawfully dan- 
gerous and alarming as the exhi- 
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bition fuggefts—and ff, as the 
natural confeqnence of this, it 
fhould prove inftrumental of exci- 
ting in them the moft earneft en- 
quiry how they may re ¥ im- 
pending deftrucion, and the d deep- 
eft concern about theevent ; which 
again would naturally excite — 
to cry carne’ ty to God for me 


cy, whilft every other fource of | 


hope was wholly removed 3 it is 
believed, there would be a hops- 
ful profpect of tl eir deriving {pe- 
cial benefit from it, God grant 
ee the cafe ; 


BLce ence he ane 
a2ssnk this may ve tre ano 
« 


that iit “a may be net only cone | 
| the words, in the paflages already 


t alfo converted and fa- 
ved, of ey infinite mercy, thro’ 


Jefus Chntt! 


winced 
need, 


ASTHENES. 


The re-union of faints in the world 
of Jpirits. 

Judges i. 10. “ All that gen- 

eration were gathered to shel 


father TS Oe 


A ‘SIMILAR form of ex- 


preffion, occurs in various 
paflagesin the holy fcriptures.— 
Thus it ts faid of Abraham, that 
he died and was gathered to bis peo- 
ple*—of Ithmael, he died and was 
gathered to his people} —-Vaac died 
and was gathered to his peoplet-— 
and thus God {aid to Mofes, die, 
and be gaihered to thy people, as 
Aaron ” brother died, and was 
~~ red to his people.§ In thefe 
and a few other paflages, we find 
this form of expreffion, differing 
from our text only in this way, 
that the word people i is ufed inftead 
of faihers, meaning no doubt 
mucn the fame. If any differ- 
ence be fuppofcd, it is only that 
peopicisthe moft entenfiveinits fig- 
nification. Their people or fathers, 


* Gen. xxv. 8. + Gen. xxv. 17. 
§ Gen. xxxv. 29. § Deut. xxxii. 50, 
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muft imply thofe who were nearly 
conneéted, by natural relation, 
friendfhip, or in fome other w ay. 
As the expreflion is rarely ufed, 
except in the cafe of thofe who 
were reputed the people of God, 
it may be defigned to exprefs th: 
relation which is peculiar to them. 
The following obfervations are 
fubmitted. 

1. The expreffion, “ They 
were gathered to their fathers,” 


points out an event which 1s con- 


neGied with dying and takes 
place at that time. 


This is evident from the ufe of 


quoted, and in mott places where 
they occur, and in fome places 
this only is mentioned, when it 
is evident that death alfo is in. 
cluded,* 

2. The fathers to whom they 
are faid to be gathered, are thofe 
who died before them, and exitt- 
ed in the world of fpirits. This 
is evidently true, becaufe, at 
death, they were feparated from 
their friends and connexions in 


| the prefent world, fo that they 


could not be faid to be gathered 
tothem. And, if their departed 
friends had not an exiftence in the 
invilible world, it would be ab- 
furd to fpeak of being gathered to 
them. The expreflion fuggetts 
the idea of an affembly, or fociety, 
collected from different places and 
ages of the world and united in a 
he ippy exiftence, beyondthe grave. 

3- ‘This gathering to their fath- 
ers is diftinguithed from death, 
though connected withit. Death 
as it refpeéts the diffolution of this 
bodily life ; and a feparation of 
the foul and body, is mentioned, 
in moft places, referred to above 
as diftinét from this gathering. 


* Numbers xx. 24. xxvii. 13. and 


chap, xxxi, 2, 
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Thus we have feen in the hiftory 
of Abraham, Uhmael, Ifaac, Mo- 
fes and Aaron. Each of thefe 
died and were gathered to their 
people. Were nothing further 
defigned by this than the diffolu- 
tion of this mortal life, the umpro- 
priety muft forcibly ftrike the 
mind of the reader.—In that cafe 
as has been hinted already, they 
would not have been faid to be 
gathered to their people, but /ep- 
arated fromthem. We add, 

4 This expreffion cannot be 
defigned to ay the burial of the 


dead,—or that their bodies were 


gathered to the bodies of their | 
friends and progenitors ; and that | 


for two obvious reafons, firf, 
their burial is mentioned in dif- 
tinclion from this gathering, and 
as fomething quite different from 
it. This appears from paflages 
of holy fcripture already recited. 
Thus Abraham died, and was 
gathered to his peop:, “ and his 
fons Lfaac and Ifhmael buried him 
in the field of Machpelah.”’*— 
“ Tfaac died, and was gathered to 
his people, and his fons Efau and 
Jacob buried him.’’+ Jacob _ be- 
fore his death, informed his fons 
that he — about to be gathered 
to his people, and charged them 
7 ) bury him, in the buryi ing place 
f his fathers, and when ‘he had 
uae an end of commanding his 
fons, he gathered up his feet into 
the bed, and yiclded up the ghott, 
and qwas gathered to his people.t. 
After which we have an 0 it 
of the tranfportation of his body 
by his fons from Egypt to Canaan, 
and that it was depofited in the 
burying pace of his fathers ac- 
cording to his direction. Mofes 
alfo died and was gathered to his 
people. But, he, i. e. the Lord, 





* Gen. xxv. 8,9. + Gen. axxv. 29. 
} Gen, xlix. 29—33. 


| 
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buried him in a yalley, in the 
land of Moab, and no man know- 
eth of his fepulchre, unto this 
day.* From thefe paffages it is 
evident that, the burial of the 
body, and the gathering to their 
fathers, are by no means the fame, 
but widely different. —One, the 
gathering to their people or fath- 
ers, is uniformly mentioned as an 
event immediately connected with 
dying, though diftinét from it, 
and in no degree cepenient on 
the will or condué of their fur- 
viving friends on earth. ‘The oth- 
er, (the burial of the body) as 
dependent ov their will and per- 
formed by them. 

We ocbferve fecondly. 
thefe two are difting from eac 
other, appears from this, viz. 

The bodies of thefe ancient 
faints were not in all inftances, 
gathered to the bodies of their 
people and fathers by burial. 
Thus, in the cafe of Abraham, 
the bodies of his people and pro- 
genitors were hundreds of miles 
diftant from the rai of his bu- 
rial. The body of 3 
not gathered to the bod dies of his 
people i in his burral, tor it was 
placed alene, and the e bodies 
the generation mentio ioned in th 
pafleve under confideration, were 
not gathered to their fathers in 
this fenfe—their immediate pro- 
genitors were buried in the wilde. 
nefs, andthe more remote, inthe 
land of Egypt. 

Thus it appears that when the 
infpired writcr informs us that all 
that generation, were gathered to 
their fathers, it is not delign- 
ed merely to let us know that 
they ceafed to live on earth, or 
that their dead bodies were put in 
graves: Much lefs, t! tiat the {pire 

t, or the foul, ceafedto exit and 


That 


h 


~ 


fofes was 





* Deut. xxxiv. 6. 
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be con{cious. 
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But that they were ; pious patriarchs i is faid, “ Thefe 


removed from this world, to dwell | all died in faith not having receiv. 


' 
with their pious anceftors who had | 


gone before them to glory. 
This flate of exiitence is invifi- 
ble to mortal eyes. 


It is difcov- | 


erable by none of our fenfes— ' 


the natural reafon of man, per- 
ceives no certain evidence of it. 


ed the promifes, but having feen 
them afar off, and were perfuaded 
of them and embracedthem, and 
confeffed that they were ftrangers 
and pilgrims on earth,” that 


_ “theydefireda bettercountry, that 


is an heavenly.’’* 


A probability is all that can be | 


learned, andthis, not from natue | 


ral, but mora 


arguments. ‘lhe 


immortality of the foul, and its , 


confcious exiitence when fepara- 
ted from the body, may indeed be 


God, the nature of his moral 


Thefe with 
other ancient faints now in glory, 
conttitute the cloud of witnefles 
by which we are encompaffed. 
The general aflembly and church 
of the tir born—the fpirits of 


_ jut men made perfect,t to which 
argued from the pericctions of | 


government, 2nd the accountabil- | 


ity and moral characters of men. 


man underftanding, that it cannot 


be eafily determined whether ar- 

umentsdrawn from thefeand fim- 
ilar topics, rife above probability. 
Who, unaffifted by fupernatural 
revelation, could pronounce with 
unwavering certainty, that infi- 
nite wifdom could find no method 
to anfwer the defigns of moral 
government, though man fhould 
not be made immortal ? 

For this reafon, probably, 
among others, the flate of man 
after death is in the facred wri- 
tings, filed Hades, i. e. that which 
is unfeen.* But by fupernatural 
revelation, ‘life and immortality 
are brought to Jight,’’. from the 
facred «writings we learn that 
Enoch walked with God, and 

ras not, for God took him.+ 
That Elijah went up by a whirl- 
wind into heaven,t and that when 
the righteous are taken from this 
world, they enter into peace and 
reft in their beds, each one walk- 
ing in his uprightnefs,§ and of the 


* Mat. xvi. 18 Acts ii. 27, 31. 
Rev. i. 18, ¢ Gen. v. 24. 
$ 2 Kings ii, 11. § Maiah lvii. 1, 2, 


we come. 
From the holy feriptures we 
learn, notonlythat manhasa future 


| and endlefs exiltence after death, 
But fuch is the weakne(is of liu- | 





on which he immediately enters 
on leaving the body; but alfo 
that he is unchangeably fixed in 
a ftate of happinefs or mifery, 
according to his character, in this 
world, according to the things 
done in the body, whether good 
or bad.”’{ That this ftate thall 
be extended to the whole man, by 
the refurre€tion of the body, and 
the general judgment at the end 
of the world. When the bodies 
of the faints fhall be raifed glori- 
ous and immortal, adapted to their 
{tate of perfection in heaven, and 
the bodies of the wicked thall be 
alfo raifed, adapted to their ftate 
of condemnation and woe. 

How precious is that revelation 
which contains thefe moft inter- 
efting truths ! and which manifeits 
thedivine defigns of loveand mercy 
through a crucified Saviour !— 
Through whom the guilty may 
become righteous, and who has 
obtained eternal redemption for 
his church, 

Not only the new teftament, 
where thefe things are more clear- 





* Heb. xi. 13, 16. f Heb. xii I, 
23. $2 Cor v. 10, 
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ly and abundantly teftified, but 
the old alfo, and’ even the earlietft 
parts of it, intimate thefe moft 
interefting truths, whilethey affure 
us, that the people of God when 
they left our world, were gather- 
ed to their people and their fath- 
ers, and thus were united with 


the fpirits of the juft, made per- | 


feet, “who had led the way before 
them in the afcent to glory. 

The fubje& leads to the follow- 
ing reflections. 

1. The death of good men is 
not afeparation from their bett 
friends and deareft connexious, 
but are-union with them. 

Death has been ufually confid- 
ered, as a feparation from our 
deareft connexions, and it ts foto 
the wicked—they leave all their 
friends behind them. They are 
never reconciled with their pious 
progenitors. The feparation is 
perpetual—thisis ftrongly mark- 
ed in our Lord’s reprefentation of 
the rich man and Lazarus.* A 
great gulf is fixed between them 
which can never be paffed. But 
the godly when they leave the body, 
are the charge of angels, and min- 
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the better, by a feparation from 
the body, that the re-union muft 
be every way inexpreffibly happy. 

In regard to Chriftian friends 
whom they leave behind, they 
are comforted in the profpeét of 
their fpeedy arrival—and they are 
delivered from the fear of a future 
feparation. 

While abfent, they know them 
to be the peculiar care of heaven— 
that the Lord Jefus Chrift is 
their fhepherd—that he is prefent 
in his churches—walks in the 
mid{t of the feven golden candle- 
fticks—holds the ftars in his right 


| hand—that his angels are minitt- 


ring {pirits to thofe heirs of falva- 


' tlon—and perhaps they are theme 


gle with the faints of the ages | 


which are patt. 
died—and was carried by angels 
to Abraham’s bofom.” 

To thofe indeed who remain on 
earth, it isareal, though a fhort 
feparation. But good mena have 


“The beggar | 


| ble delight, the general afiembly 


felves employed, by their com- 
mon Lord, in thefe offices of love 
and kindnefs to them. This 
thought is exceedingly comfort- 
ligt. 
from the fubject, and it is not 
foreign to the apparent fenfe’ of 
many facred paflages. 

Weare not to look at thofe 
things as the objects of fenfe, but 
of that faith which is “the fub- 
ftance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not feen.’’ 

Such faith views with unaltera- 


/ and church of the firft born—and 
| fees the fpirits of juft men con- 


dearer and more numerous friends | 


in heaven than on earth. To 


thefe, they are re-united by dy- | 
| much more fo in heaven! By the 


ing. Many efpecially who aread- 
vanced in life, have parted with 
friends who were exceedingly dear 
to them, on ecarth. And thefe 
friends are fo much improved— 
and they areintroduced to fo many 
more, unknown to them here, and 
are themfelves fu much altered for 


* Luke xvi. 19-——31. 


Vou. III. No. 3. 


tinually arriving from our world 
to be gathered to their fathers— 
re-uniting with theirpicus progen- 
itors, and thofe friends who were 
like their own foul on earth, how 


friendly offices-of thefey molt 
probably, they are introduced to 
an iutimate and happy acquaint- 
ance with the faints of diftant 
ages and countries, and mingle in 


' the throng. 


Amidft fuch an innumerable 
multitude of perfected faints, the 
union of the whole is entire—they 


N 


The reflection is natural, - 
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Jove one another with a pure heart 


fervently, and are made perked in 
one. But may we not fuppofe 


that love to be {till more peculiar- 
ly happifying in the re-unon of 
thofe who wer 
neGied, in the duties and trials, 
the joys and forrows of mortality ; ; 
and who were originally twin- 
born-fouls ? 

The moft improved minds of 
created beings, and efpeciaily of 
men, are limited to narrow bounds, 
a {mail circle, only, can be com- 
prehended. Crcature love, there 
fore, thoygh it embraces the aed 
moval fy ftem, and refts in God as 
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intimately con- | 


the fource and fum of good ; in | 


its exertions muit immediately ref- 
pect particular objects, ina {mall 
circle, adapted to a capacity {mall 
like ours. As the man whofe 
love embraces his country at large 
—to ferve its intereft muft exert 
his abilities, not in all places and 
occupations, but in one—even fo 
the ipirit, unitedto theinterefts of 
God’s kingdom, muft aé accord- 
ingiy. This being fo, may we 
not reafonably fuppofe that each 
of the happy fpirits above flands 
in his lot, or fills the place and per- 
formsthe fervices to which his abili- 
ties are beft adapted ? And that 
{pirits peculiarly unitedon earth, in 


friendthip, arifing from fimilarity of 


talents, diipofitions and tafte, in 


thofe things, which conttituted | 
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natural body*—and doth he not 
maintain equal order in heaven ?— 
Happy fpirits! releafed from the 
fins and forrows of mortality, uni- 
ted to their God and Saviovr—to 
angels and faints—happy in the 
beft company—in the nobleft em- 
ployment. 

2. Our pious anceftors who are 
removed from our world, are gath- 
ered to their fathers, they are uni- 
ted in glory. How many of our 
progenitors are of that bleffed 
number it is not oursto determine; 
to God who knoweth the hearts 
of all men, and to him only it be- 
longs. But we have learned 
from his word to entertain this 
bleffed hope, for as many as feri- 
oully profefs to be the difciples of 
Chrift, and whofe praétice does 
not viibly counteract their pro- 
feflions. Forming our charitable 
judgment by this rule, what a glo- 
rious number have hoon removed 
from earth to the happy family 
above ? 


Readers, while we are on this 


| pleating fubjeG&, you will readily 


'callto mind many of our venera- 


' ble ancetlors, 


the iweet favor of 
whofe names is not wholly loft. 
Our comfort concerning depar- 
ted Chiillian friends is that * they 
are gathered to their people,” 


“6 they refit from their labors, and 


theircharacteras f{pirits, not asmor- | 


tals—that thofe, and others like 
them, not known in this werld to 
each other, will be peculiarly uni- 
ted in their excreifes and e: joy 
ments ? God is 2 God of order, 
in heaven no lets than on ear ice 
Has he fixed the flauding of each 
member of his church below to 
his proper place aud butinefs, with 
anexaétnefs hke that which he has 
ufed in the feveral members of the 





| 


their works follow them.” 

3. Shall we not be perfuaded 
to fpend life in a preparation for 
death and heaven ? Who of us 
docs not earneftly defire to be 
happy after death—to be happy 
with our pious anceflors, and 

‘hyiftian friends, who are gone 
before us ? Willany one fay when 
be commits to the houft of filence, 
ihe remains of a pious and belov- 
ed parent—wife or friend—let 
this parting be finei—this fepara- 
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tion eternal ! Never more ict me 

ive or receive the expreflions of 
natural kind affection! This 
would be indeed to “ forrow as 
thofe who have nohepe.”’ Raith- 
er, who isnot earnefuly defirous to 
meet thofe deareft, thoie tender- 
eft names, in the region of happy 
{pirits, and live with then forever ? 

That we may be gathered to 
our pious aucefiors, we mult tread 
in their fteps)5 We mult follow 
them where they followed Chritt, 
and “ go our way forth by the 
footiteps of the flock.”” We mutt 
afk for the old path, the good 
way, in which the faints of all 
generations have travelled to heav- 
en. We mutt walk in it, and the 
end of our journey will be happy. 
Plain is the path which leads to 
heaven. Itis but to receive the 
truth in the love of it, and walk 
by the fame rule, and we fhall be 
fafely guided thro this wildernefs, 
tothe promifed land. By faith 
we may behold it now, and when 
we fhall be gathered to our fath- 
ers, we fhall tafte the milk and 
honey. Our prefent ftate is not 
without its troubles, among which, 
and far from being the {malleft, 
is the removal of our deareft Chri- 
tian friends. But this will give 
additional felicity at the expe¢ted 
meeting. Smaiiarethepainsoffep- 
aration, compared with the pure 
and fublime joys of that bleffed re- 
union. But fad is the cafe of 
thofe who have neither part nor 
lot in this matter, painful the day 
of feparation, but more painful, 
that day, when fai-ts fhall be re- 
united, and they fhall fee them 
coming from the ealt and weft— 
from the north and fouth, to fit 
down with Abraham, [faac, and 
Jacob, with their pious anceftors, 
in the kingdom of God,—but 
they fhall be fhut out. May God 


ei his infinjte mercy, through 
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i Jefus Chritt, prevent us frors fo 

dreadful a doom ! And may the 

awful idea effeCtually alarm every 

one, to fly from the wrath to 

come, andiay from the heart to 

| each of his pious anceftors, “ thy 
people fhall be my people, and 
thy God my God!” 


7 


The labor of perfons, divinely en- 

lightened, illuftrated, and the fub- 
Je2 applied to the confcience, in 
Jour letters, from Via Tpk to 


CHRISTIANUS. 


(Continued from p. 61.) 
LETTER II. 


Dear CurisTian Frrenp, 

A perfons divinely illumi- 

nated, have the moral image 
of God reftoréd, or a holy tafte 
begotten within them, it is ima- 
gined that ‘ they labor to be ac- 
cepted of the Lord,’ in their 
temper, fentiments and condué&. 

1. They labor to poffefs that 
temper, in which religion effen- 
tially confifts, thofe gracious af- 
fe&tions, which God in his holy 
word approves. 

They are fenfible that if they 
were to have their deferts, they 
fhould perifh eternally, and labor 
to keep themfelves humble, un- 
der a fente of their great vilenefs, 
to be at the divine footftool, and 
daly to make the penitential cry, 
| God be merciful to us finners. _Al- 

tho’ they hope for mercy through 
the Saviour, they find that they 
are very far from being what they 
ought to be, and pray that he 
who hath besun a good work in 
them, would perform it until the 
day of Fefus Chrifi. We {ce their 
pious longing verified ia the con- 
du& of king David: “ Purge 
me with hyfop and I fhall be 
clean, wath me and I fhall be 
whiter than faow. Make me to 
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hear joy and gladnefs ; that the 
bones which thou het broken 
may rejoice : Hide thy face from 
my fins and blot out all mine ini- 
quities. Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right 
fpirit wichin me.” They realize, 
that * God refifteth the p: rouds but 
giveth grace to the hum ble 4a 
that the ‘ facrifices of a bre 

and contrite heart he will not ym 
pile.’ After all their prayers and 
pious fervices, they know that 
they ave unprofitable f feryants, an 
with the greatelt fincerity fay, 
¢ Not by works of rightcoufnefs 
which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he faved us by 
the wathing of regeneration and 
renewing a the Holy Ghott.” 

Perfons divinely enlightened, 
labor likewife, to have their hearts 
fenfibly exercifed in that love, in 
whicn is comprifed the general na- 
ture of reliyion, and which indeed 
is the fubftance of all the Chrif- 
tian graces, by whateve: 
they are called. 

In like manner, they labor to 
rejoice in the vethude of divine 
government, even w hen called to 
“9 thro’ the moft fevere trials. 

They well know God’s sia to 
govern—that fuch are the per- 
fections of nature, that he 
can do no injuttice to any of his 
creatures, and that tho’ ¢ there 


is no evil in the city which the 
Lord hath not done,’ yet ¢ he 
never willingly grieves and aMlicis 
the children of men :’ that he 
hath fome good end to anfiver by 
all the  Punihment inflicted on the 
wicked :—that the fharpelt trials 
which attead the truly nyzht 
are only fatherly chaflifements, 
for ** whom he loveth he chaften- 
eth—all things work together for 
good tothem that love God, to 
them who are the called according 
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will ultimately terminate in the 

glory of God, as it is faid ‘to 
him are all things.’ With thefe 
things in view, they labor “ to re. 
joice evermore :” to * let pa. 
tience have its perfect work that 
they may be perfect and entire 
wanting nothing.” We fee this 
temper actually verified in the 
prophe ot Habakk uk: * Altho’ 
the fig-tree fhall not bloffom, nei- 
ther fhall fruit be in the vine, the 
labor of the olive fhall fail, and 
the ficlds fhall yield no meat, the 
flocks fhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there fhall be no herd in 
the flalls. Yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I willjoy in the God 
To the fore. 
going, out of the many, which 
might eafily be mentioned, may 
be added the example of Paul ; 
«¢ J have learned in whatever ftate 
Iam, therewith to be content: I 
know how to be abafed, and how 
to abound; Every where and in 
all things I am inftructed, both 
to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound aad to fuffer need.” 

2. Perfons divinely enlighten- 
ed, “* as new born babes, defire 
tle fincere milk of the word that 
they may grow thereby.’’ Poffef- 
fing that f{pirit, which guides “ in- 
to all truth,” they will labor to 
underftand and cordially to em- 
brace all the fentiments taught in 
the bible, however they may 
‘‘ ftain the pride of all glory.” 
They know, from divine teftimo- 
ny, that “ every man’s work will 
be tried, of what fort it is :” 
that nothing but truth can abide 
when tried by a perfect ftandard, 
th: at erroneous fentiments, can no 
more abide final trial, than 
hay, woed and fubble, can with- 
flaud fire; they labor therefore, 
“to hold faft the form of found 
words,” received from the apof- 
tles, efleeming the modern cathol- 
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icifm, that it is no matter what men 
believe, if they are hone/t to them- 
felves,to be infidelity. In the view 
‘of thofe who are divinely enlight- 
ened, there are truths effential to 
religion. They labor to know 
what they are ; and exceedingly 
dread the thought of being “ car- 
ried about by every wind of doc- 
trine.””? The interefling queltion 
vith them is, what hath God re- 
vealed? Doé@trincs clearly taught 
in the fcriptures, notwithitanding 
all the difficulties attending them, 
they fuppofe to be important, and 
labortoembrace. The holy fove- 
reignty of God, the do¢trine of 
the trinity, the depravity of man, 
the divinity and etonement of 
Chrift, the neceffity of the new 
birth, the certainty that thofe 
who believe /hall be faved, that 
thofe who believe not, j/hall be 
damned—thall actually experience 
interminable mifery, are doctrines 
fo clearly revealed, that they con- 
fider them effential to be received, 
and labor to be unwavering in the 
belief of them. 

3. Perfonsdivinely enlightened, 
labor to walk according to the or- 
der of the gofpel, to obferve the 
ordinances of the new-teitament, 
baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, 
and to maintain uponalloccalions, 
propriety of condu€t, “to have 
always a confcience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men.’’ 
They have ‘the law of their 
God in their heart, and it is the 
natural tendency of their new na- 
ture, toinfluence them to right 
conduct. If that were fully to 
prevail, they would perfeétly cb- 
ferve the followiag, and all divine 
commands: ** Abhor that which 
is evil, cleave to that which is 
geod. Be kindly 2fe&ioned one 
to another, with brotherly love 
in honor preferring one another : 


Not flothful in butinefs ; fervent in 
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{pirit ; ferving the Lord: Rejoi- 
cing in hope, patient in tribula- 
tion ; continuing infant in pray- 
er. Dhiilributing to the neceffity 
of the faints, given to hofpitality. 
Blefs them who perfecute you ; 
blefs and curfenot. Rejoice with 
them who do rejoice, and weep 
with themthat weep. Be of the 
fame mind one towards anoth- 
er. Mind not high things, but 
condefcend to men of low eftate. 
Be not wife in your own conceit. 
Recompenfe to no maa evil for 
evil. Provide things honef in the 
fight of all men. If it be poffi- 
ble, as much as licth in you, live 
peaceably with ali men. Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourfelves, but 
rather give place unto wrath : for 
it is written, vengeance is mine, 
I will repay faith the Lord. 
Therefore if thine enemy hunge 
feed him; if he thirft give him 
drink ; for in fo doing thou fhalt 
heep coals of fireonhishead. Be 
not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” 

Selfith, unrenewed men, neither 
love tobe bound by the foregoing, 
nor by any other divine rules, but 
to “ walk in the fight of their 
own eyes !” Thofe perfons into 
whofe hearts, ** God who com- 
manded the light to fhine out of 
darknets, hath fhined, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the 
clory of God in the face of Jefus 
Chrilt,””? love the divine law. 
They love to meditate upon it, 
and take great pleafure in obeying 
it. We fee this ftiikingly verii- 
ed in the conduct of the pious 
Pfalmift : «* O how love I thy law! 
it is my meditation all the day.” 
«Thy teftimonies alfo are my 
delight.” 

Perfons divinely enlighteaed, 
believe that they and all men, 
“« muft appear before the judge- 
ment feat of Chrift: that every 
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one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he 
hath dore whether it be good or 
bad.” Their faith is not merely 
fpeculative, but it has an influence 
upon their conduct. They look 
to the perfe&t example of their 
divine leader, and endeavor to im- 
itate it. They labor to keep 
« clean hands,” to “ do juflly, to 
lowe mercy, and to walk humbly be- 
fore God,” ‘to do unto others as 
they would that others fhould do 
unto them.’ They labor careful- 
ly to conform to the following 
moft excellent rules, “ fay not to 
thy neighbour go and come again 
and to-morrow I will give,”’ when 
they have it by them: * Give to 
him who afketh of thee and from 
him that would borrow of thee, 
turn not thou away.”? They la- 
bor in proportion to their fanétifi- 
cation, 2s God gives them oppor- 
tunity, to diflufe happinefs among 
allclaifes of people. Like the good 
Samaritan, they bind up the 
wounds of the diftrefled ! They 
feel quick for the orphan, and 
“‘ caute the widow’s heart to fing 
for joy.” © Whatfoever their 
hand findeth to do,’ they labor, 
‘to do it with their might.” Af. 
ter all their labors, they view 
themfeives as “ unprofitable fer- 
vants,””? and hope, only thro’ 
grace, to hear from their judge in 
the laft great day, “ well done 
good and faithful fervants, enter 
ye into the joy of your Lord.” 
Iam yours, &c. 
VIATOR. 


(Lo be continued.) 


OV. 
~ 


4 narrative of a revival of reli- 
gin in LM:ddicbury, a parifs of 

- : 
Waterbury, in the years 1799, 
and 1800, communicated to the 
Editors by the Rev. Ira Hart, 


paftor of the eburch in faid place. 
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(Continued from p. 69.) 
LETTER II. 


GENTLEMEN, 
N my latt letter, I propofed 
to give you fome account of 
particular exercifes of individuals, 
I fhall begin with the cafe of a 
young woman, a profeffor, who 
had been induced to attend a 
place of amufement, which the 
afterwards became convinced was 
improper. The circumftances 
will be mentioned moftly in her 
own words, as communicated to 
me in a letter. 

« In compliance with your re- 
queft, I give you my opinion and 
experience of the impropriety of 
a profeffor’s attending balls. Per- 
mit me however, in the firft place, 
to relate fOme particulars in an 
earlier part of my life. At the 
age of 13, I was admitted into 
company, as an equal with thofe 
of 20, and 25. At 16, the 
Lord was pleafedto flop my ca- . 
reer of folly, and to call my mind 
from the world, by a deep fenfe 
of the importance of religion to 
the prefent and future happinefs 
of my foul. After a painful con- 
viction of the awful depravity of 
my heart, the amazing diftance I 
was at from God by nature, my 
defert of everlafting punifhment, 
and the total inability of helping 
myfelf by any works of righteouf- 
nefs which I could do; I was 
brought, as I believed, to throw 
down my weapons and fubmit to 
God. The beauty, excellency 
and propriety of his charaéter and 
government, produced a calm fe- 
renity of mind, to which I was 
before a ftranger. The conver- 
fation and focicty of the ferious 
gave me more fatisfa¢tion in one 
hour, than all the vain amufe- 
ments, which I could call to mind, 
from my cradle until that time. 
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I met with many trials from the 
gay company with which I had 
always lived in harmony ; but for 
the moft part was enabled to en- 
counter them with lefs difficulty 
than I expected. Leturning 
from fchool, I met with a gen- 
tleman who had beenabfent during 
the time of my ferious impreffions. 
He accofted me in the following 
manner. ** How do you do Mifs 
? T hear you are ferious and 
have done dancing-Is it fo ?” I 
replied that I had indeed refufed 
to attend balls, for I believed that 
I had already fpent too much 
time in that folly ; but feared I 
was not fo ferious as had been 
reprefented. Well, returned the 
gentleman, “ you have got a fit, 
but Iam not much concerned, 
it will foon be over. I never 
knew an inftance fail, but that in 
2 fhort time, thofe ferious perfons 
would be as gay as ever. I fhall 
fee you foon at fuch and fuch a 
ball room ; and you will dance as 
fprightly as ever. I fhall then 


remind you of what I now fay, 





but you will tell me, I don’t feel | 


now as I did then.’ He left me, 
for I was unable to anfwer. <As 
foon as his face was turned, the 
tears flowed without control. I 
exclaimed to myfelf, Od is it poffi- 
bie! Ts it poffible ! Can it be that 
! thall be left to that miferable re- 
fort for happinefs ! I tryed to be- 
lieve that he prophefied falfely ; 
but fill I knew that it was not 
impofiible. For fome time I was 
much diftreffed, left I fhould be 
left to difhonor the caufe of reli- 
gion, and bring contempt upon its 
profeffors. About the age of 
nineteen, this over anxious concen, 
as I then thought it, left my mind, 
by degrees, and I loft much of 
the fenfe of my dependence. I 


heard too much of the applaufe 
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a {pring to pride and felf conceit, 
till alas ! they gained an nnhappy 
afcendency. I was now frequent- 
ly in company with thofe, who 
were indeed civil but not ferious, 
amd joined in their tiling amufe- 
ments. Their attention and po- 
litenefs concealed the danger, and 
led me to be more and more con- 
verfant with fuch fcenes of folly. 
At the time of your ordination, 
when I wasabout 20, I wasfolicited 
by a near relation, out of pclite- 
nefs to fome refpectable acauaiii - 
ance then prefent, to attend a ball, 
T knew he would not advifle me 
to do any thing which he judsed 
at all inconfiftent with my profef- 
fion. After confiderable conver- 
fation, and with much reluctance, 


‘I confented to go; andI affure 


you, fir, there was not 2 perfon 
in the company, but what faw me. 
After the interefling fervices of 
the day, and the folemn confecra- 
tion of a minifter to feed my foul 
with the bread of life and the wa- 
ters of life, here I was in the ball 
room, amid the thoughtlefs and 
the gay. Nor was this the laft 
time. I was again where there 
was mufic and dancing. My 
Chriftian friends were alarmed and 
reproved me, but with little efleés. 
I had liftened to the voice of adu- 
lation, and God had left me to 
reap the reward of my follv. | 
had almoft loft fight of God and 
was fwiftly gliding down the 
ftream of fpiritual declenfion. 
But in mercy God was pleafed to 
{top me, open my eyes, and bring 
me to confideration. Oh! the 
diftrefs, anxiety, fears and doubts 
which now harrowed up my foul! * 
Darknefs without and darknefs 
within! I fincerely thought that 
if I could have recalled the lait 
12 months, and have removed in- 


* "This was at the beginning of the 
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to fome diftant land, where I 
could never behold a face which I 
ever faw before, I fhould have 
chofen it, rather than to have 
brought the difgrace, which I 
then felt I had brought upon the 
church of Chrift. My diitrefs 
was unknown to any but myfelf, 
and nothing fhort of experience 
can conceive it. All my former 
feelings, with the gentleman’s 
prediction, were brought freth to 
mind, and every reflection tended 
to aggravate my crime audenhance 
my diftrefs. A  coinpaffionate 
Saviour at length brought me to 
feel and fay, 
‘His ftrokes were fewer than my crimes, 

“ And lighter than my guilt.” 

« Tthink, fir, I can fay from 
experience that the amnfements 


of the thoughilefs, are excceding- | 


ly detrimental to the Chriftian’s 
growth in grace, calculated to 
keep the foul in leannefs, and to 
render the perfon unhappy ina 
religious profefiion and difconten- 
ted with the world. Confcience 
is continually fmiting and repro- 
ving ; and as the Chriilian has 
more light than an infidel, he is 
of courfe more unhappy in the 
negle& of duty. To undertake 
to ferve God and Mammon is 2 
fare way to render life miferable, 
for both feripture and expericuce 
tell us we cannectdo it. If you 
judge what I have written will be 
of ufeasa warning to my yonng 
brethren and fitters in Chriit, you 
may difpofe of it for that purpoie.”’ 

Several profeffing Chriftians 
were {haken and greatly diltreffed, 
leit they had trufted in the hope 
of the hypocrite. The awaken- 
ing was of great fervice to them, 
and indeed to the whole church. 
We had {weet feafons of commun- 
ion, at the Lord’s table, and feem- 
ed in fome degree to realize that 


‘ Herig eg 
Jeius was prefent in his church, 











to comfort and refrefh his people. 
The diftrefs and doubts entertain. 
ed at this time by fome, were 
wifely ordered in Providence to 
their own future comfort and 
growth in grace, and to quicken 
others in the way to Heaven. 

The following cafes will exhibit 
a general view of the exercifes of 
thofe who have been fubjects of 
the work. I give the account 
nearly in their own words, that 
they may appear to {peak for 
themfelves and teftify what God 
has done for their fouls. A man 
aged 55 gave me the following 
account. 

“© T had little or no religious in- 
fruGion until about the age of 
twenty-one ; and except a few 
feafons of convition which were 
foon gone, my youth, and indeed 
my life has been {pent in ftupidity. 
I was perfuaded that I muft and 
could do fomething of myfelf, but 
continually put it off for a more 
convenient feafon, and lived with- 
out hope and without God in the 
world. JT was much oppofed to 
the Caiviniftic doGtrines of grace, 
and wanted to afk minifters and 
others whether thcy were really 
Chriflians according to ther 
fcheme of jultification by faith 
alone. TL offered my children in 


' baptifm, becaufe it was fafhiona- 


ble, and fuppofed I had fo far 


{done my duty. After fome 


thought upon the doctrines of re- 


'ligion, I concluded that if elec- 


tion was true, I was not to blame. 


| Here I fetiled down at eafe, and 
| was in this fituation when the re- 


ligious attention began. J hada 
curiofity to hear and fee, but felt 
no uncommon concern until I 
heard a fermon from thefe words 
“* Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden and I will 
give yourcit.”* ‘I'he word wa 
* Matt. ii 28. 
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fet home with power, and my fins 
appeared asa thick cloud. I de- 
termined to fubmit myfelf to God, 
I thought I did; yet I felt unac- 
countably diftrefled. I thought 
I had done enough, but found no 
relief from my agony of mind. 
My finfulnefs appeared ter 
than I could before have believed ; 
it lay upon me as an infapportable 
burden, until the anguifh of my 
mind impelled me to ery out for 
mercy. One day, being alone in 
the fields, I could not contain my 
diftrefs, but for fome time on my 
knees cried aloud, “ Lord have 
mercy on me! Lord have mercy on 
me’? 1 had hitherto neglected 
family prayer, but now I refolved 
to begin the next fabbath morn- 
ing. The time came, but I could 
not pray. My diftrefs was foon 
increafed, by reflection on this 
text, “ No man having put his 
Nand to the plough and looking 
back is fit for the kingdom of 
heaven.”’* The word came with 
power, and I faid “Woe is me, 
if I don’t pray in my family.” 
In the evening I attempted. I 
had many trials, fome of them 
perhaps uncommon and not profit- 
able to relate. Still I was deter- 
mined to be faved by the law. 
My heart rofe againft gofpel doc-s 
trines, efpecially ele€tion, which I 
hated. Yet I could find no reft 
in the law. That I had broken 
the law was manifeft, and this 
{cripture was direétly againft me, 
*« Curfed is every one that contin- 
ueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to 
dothem.”+ I could fearcely eat, 
drink or fleep ; concluded there 
‘was no mercy for me, and ap- 
proached the gates of defpair. 
All this time I was feeking falva- 
tion by works of tlie law. One 
morning I felt better and enjoyed 
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a ferenity of mind, for which I 
could not account. I was foon 
engaged in contemplation on this 
feripture, * For whofoever will 
fave his life fhall lofe it ; and who 
foever will lofe his life for my fake, 
fhall find it.”¢ My mind imme- 
diately explained it thus, ** Who- 
} foever will fave hislife by reftingon 
his own works of the law, hall lofe 
it; but whofoever will renounceall 
dependence upon himfelf and tru& 
aloneto gracein Chrift fhall findit.”” 
In a moment, the fabric TI had fo 
long and fo obftinately endeavor- 
ed to rear, tumbled in pieces. I 
wondered at the ignorance and fol- 
ly of all my former attempts, and 
that I fhould miftake effentially 
in fo plaina cafe. The difficulty 
was foon removed by this text, 
«© The natnral man recciveth not 
the things of the fpirit of God, 
for they are foolifhnefs unto him, 
neither can he know them, be- 
caufe they are fpiritually difcern- 
ed.”’* My mind dwelt upon 
thefe and other paflages as upona 
rich treafure newly found. I 
feemed really to come from dark. 
nefs to light. . The words I had 
often read, but there now appear- 
edan heavenly beauty I had never 
known before. I felt a defire to 
glorify God, who had contrived 
fuch an excellent fcheme of falva- 
tion, and revealed it fo plainly to 
men. I found the bible had been 
a fealed book to me, and that 
with all my gettings I had never 
got a true underilanding of the 
way of falvation by Jefus Chrift. 
The whole fcheme of gofpel doc- 
trines, efpecially eleGtion and di- 
vine fovereignty; which beforé made 
my heart rife up in emnity againft 
God, now appeared glorious and 
lovely doétrines. I faw, that all I 
had done to obtain falvation was 





* Luke ix. 62. + Galatians iii. 10. 
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wholly felfifh ; that I was totally 
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depraved; and that unlefs eleCtion 
was true there could be no hope 
in my cafe. I perceived that all 
_my oppofition tothe doétrines of 
grace originated in pride, becaufe 
I was not willing that God fhould 
work in me to will and to do of 
his own good pleafure. I now 


rejoiced. that he did do it, and. 


yet found myfelf in the unimpair- 
ed poffeffion of moral freedom. 
I thought before that I was nght 
and God was wrong, but now I 
felt that God was right and I was 
wrong; and that my former 
fcheme of falvation, by works 
~ of the law, if it could be true was 
not defirable, becaufe unfpeakably 
defs beautiful, than that by fove- 
reign grace in Jefus Chnft. I 
felt no defire to hear preaching 
about works, unlefs a clear dif- 
tinction was made between duty 
and meit. 1 thought little of 


.myfelf or of the danger of future 


purifhment ; God was all glori- 
ous, and the Saviour the chiefeft 
among ten thoufand for his own 
fake. Having, obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this time, 
a brand plucked from the fire ; in 
mylelf, apoor, miferable, guilty 
creature ; andif I am ever faved, 
it will manifeftly be all of God. 
Not unto me but unto God 
through Chrift be all the glory 
forever.” 

A young woman addrefled me 
by letter as follows. ‘* My de- 
fign, in this communication, is to 
inform you what the Lord hath 
done for my foul. At the time 
of my fir ferious impreffions, I 
was 16 years old, and had to that 
time lived a carelefs and ftupid 
life ; a ftrangerto God and Chritt, 
and to things facred and divine. 
I thought I was not very bad as I 
refrained from ftealing, lying, 
{wearing and other open vielations 
of God’s holy law ; not confid- 


Revival of Religion in Middlebury. 


[Seer. 


' ering that he looks at the heart, 
| I thought I was too young to at. 
, tend much to religion, and I con- 
| fidered it a fad and melancholy 
thing fit for none but thofe who 
were juft aboutto leave this world. 
I depended much on the doGrine 
of eleétion, as I had perverted it. 
“If Iam to be faved I hall be fa. 
ved, let me do what I will ; and if 
I am to be loft I thall be loft, let 
me do what I will.” Here I reft- 
ed, fecure in my finful negle& of 
God and his fon Jefus Chrift. 
And I fear that many who are ol- 
der and wifer than I reft on the 
fame fandy foundation, I hada 
great tafte for reading, but J read 
thofe books only which ferved to 
poifon my mind, and lead it from 
God and ferious things. When 
the awakening appearedamong us, 
and one and another of my com- 
panions were enquiring, what they 
fhould do to be faved ? I refolved 
to go onas I was, let the confe- 
quences be what they would. . I 
lived from home, and hearing that 
my aged parents and two of my 
filters were under great concern of 
mind, I could not forbear fighing 
and faying to myfelf “ are they all 
fools ; I fhall never enjoy another 
moment’s comfort with them as 
long as I live.” .It appeared to 
| me that I would not feel as they 
| did for the whole world. The 
- firft ferious impreffion on my mind 
| was while reading thefe lines in 
the Young Child’s pious refo- 


lutions.’’ 





“Tis time to feek to God and pray’ 
“ Forwhat 1 want forevery day, 
“I have a precious foul to fave, 

“ And I a mortal body have.” 


“T had hitherto thought that 
there would be time enough for 
me to attend to religion when I 
was o/d; but thefe words came 
with fuch power that I could not 
reft without feeking an intereft in 
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Chrift immediately. Iwas greatly 
concerned about myfelf, and felt 
that I muft do fomething, but 
what to do I knew not. I could 
not pray, and never had pray’din 
my whole life. I durft not repeat 
the Lord’s prayer, ‘becaufe I 
thought it was made for his difci- 
ples and not for me. I refolved 
that no one fhould know my feel- 
ings; but foon my diftrefs poured 
in upon meas a flood, and [ 
could not forbear crying to the 
Saviour for mercy. I attended 
meeting the next fabbath, expect- 
ing to find fome relief, when thefe 
awful words were the fubje& of 
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fome who obtained comfort: and 
had not been fo long in diftrefs as 
I had, my heatt boiledwithin me. 
I thought I could not live on 


.in this diftrefs, and that Go 





| 


would not fuffer fuch a wicked 
wretch to live ; and even deathap- 
peared defirable though it fhould 
make me eternally miferable, be- 
caufe while living I thought I was 
preparing for a more aggravated 
punifhment.-» While walking I 
fometimes » imagined the eartli 
would open and fwallow me’ up ; 
and that I hung over the bottom- 
lefs pit by nothing but the brittle 
thread of life. - I flept but little, 


difcourfe : «It fhall be more tol- | for if. I went to fleep I was afraid 


erable for the land of Sodom in 
the day of judgment than for 
thee.”* My fins rofe in order be- 
fore me, I was ftruck dumb be- 
fore God while thefe words foun- 
ded in my ears, and the fermon 
defcribed my awful cafe. _ Inftead 
of finding comfort I went home 
withaheavy heart. I foon began 
to doubt whether the bible was 
the word of God. I thought 





it might poffibly be a forgery, and» 


earneftly hoped it was. 
the bible becaufe it contained my 
condemnation.+ I felt that God 
was partial in fhewing mercy to 
others and not to me. The en- 
raity of my heart rofe againft him ; 
and indeed I wifhed there was no 
God. I attempted to caft the 
blame upon him and juftify my- 
felf, but ftill could not be fatisfied. 
Tlonged to be fpoken out of ex- 
iftence, for the more I underftood 
of the divine chara&ter, the more 
I hated it, and could not endure 
the thought that the Lordreigned 
and that all things were at his ab- 
folute difpofal. When I heard of 





* Matt. xi. 24. 
+ This fentence gives the true reae 


fon why the fcriptures ars rejected b 
snfidels, . eo ; 


I hated | 





I fhould awake in hell. 

In this unhappy ftate of mind, 
I continued from Sept. ’99 till 
March 1800, ‘when 1° was taker 
dangeroully fick, and for fome days 
deprived of reafon. When my rea- 
fon returned, I fuppofed I muft 
foon die ; but, how different were my 
feelings now from what they had 
formerly been ! God appeared to 
me perfeétly juft and righteous in 
all his dealings with me. It ap- 
peared to be right and reafonable 
that I fhould love fuch an holy be: 
ing. I felt more compofed and 
tranquil than’ ever before, and I 
could fay with the man reftored 
to fight, “*‘ Whereas I was blind 
now I fee.”* I faw fuch a beau- 
ty and lovelinefs in God and the 
things I before hated, that I feem- 
ed to be ina new’ world, where 
every thing fpoke the glory of 
God. * He appeared to me fo ho- 
ly, righteous and good in ail his 
works and difpenfations, that [ 
could freely fubmit myfelf to him 
and fay with Job, “ -Though he 
flay me yet will I truft in him.’’+ 
When I recovered fo as to wait 


on God in his: houfe, I enjoyed ° 
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more ‘delight in one’day than in 
all the balls and vain amufements, 
J had attended in my lifes God 
and his fervice Have ever fince ap- 

eared glorious to me, and oh that 
Sasy glorify him in life, death 
and eternity ! My hope depends 
folely on the rich, free and fove- 
reign graceof Gedin JefusChnift.”” 

A young married woman gives 
the following aecount. 

«* Near the clofe of Sept. 17995 
while I enjoyed a comfortable 
ftate of health, a religious meet- 
ing was attended at ‘our houfe. 
I found myfelf fomewhat impref- 
Sed with a fenfe of fin, and thought 
I wifhed to be a Chriftian. A 
cay or two after this meeting, my 
health rapidly declined ; I was 
foon dangeroufly ill and to appear- 
ance on the borders of the grave. 
My great concern was to recover 
my health, and my hope refted in 
the phyfician, and not in Chrift. 


My fituation grew more and more 
alarming, and my friends viewgd 


me as near the end of life. I was 
in fome meafurealarmed, and much 
Seared that if I fhould die I fhould 
be eternally miferable. I endeav- 
' ored to fatisfy myfelf by reflect- 
ing, that I was not fo guilty as 
others. Except when people 
were talking to me of faith, re- 

entance and the new-birth, [ al- 
ways doubted whether the juttice 
of an holy God would fend me 
to hell for the few: crimes I had 
committed. Alas, how little did 
I know of the evil nature of fin 
and of my ewn criminality before 
God! Aud all this when I. was 
viewed by others on the borders of 
eternity. Indeed, fir, your con- 
verfation, at the time of your vif- 
its, and the converfation of other 
religious people, was never fuffi- 
cient to drive me wholly: from this 
refuge. Neither your prayers, 
nor the apparent near approach of 
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death, ever excited in my mind 
any degree of anxious concern for 
my foul. The idea of leaving my 
hufband and my children appeared 
the moft diftrefling ; but I chofe 
not to hear the fubje¢t mentioned, 
and endeavored to keep it from 
my mind as much as poflible. A 
beneficent God at length interpo- 
fed in my behalf, rebuked my 
painful diforder, and reftored me 
to my family as one ranfomed from 
the grave. But I was as ftupid 
under the mercies of Gad, as I 
had been before under his chatti- 
fing hand. Nothing could make 
my heart fubmit. I was ftupid 
when brought to the brink of the 
grave, with an eternity of woe 
before me ; and I was ftupid when . 
marveloufly reftored to health, 
The world with all its delufive 
charms now prefented itfelf to my 
view. As foon as I was able to 
ride out, L vifited an elder brother, 
who converfed with me freely on 
my fituation, and the mercies ] 
had received. I obfervedto him, 
that I really wifhed to become re- 
ligious, but I was certain it was 
not in my power. He replied, 
that it was impoflible for him to 
tell for what purpofe my life had 
been fo remarkably {pared ; but 
that from my apparent ftupidity 
there was great reafon to fear, it 
was that I might have an opportu- 
nity of filling up the meafure of 
my iniquities, The idea ftruck 
me, and feemed the voice of warn- 
ing from God to me to. anfwer 
for my ingratitude. The fins of 
my paft life rofe, and were fet in 
order before me. I foon found 
I had abufed all the mercies of 
God ; that there was a holy law 
which I had tranfgrefled, and that 
J was under -its juft tho’ awful 
curfe. Trefted but little the fol- 
lowing night, and my diftrefs con- 
tinued for feveral days. I was a- 
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gain about to go back ; but the 
tollowing fabbath I attended 
meeting, when a thank-offering 
was prefented for my recovery. 
Here my conviction and diftrefs 
revived, and continued thro’ the 
week. The next fabbath, Lheard 
a fermon from thefe words, “ E- 
phraim is joined to idols let him 
alone.”’* The fermon was apph- 
cable, as I thought, to my cafe; 
and feemed to be addreffed to me 
in particular. My convictions 
increafed, until I found myfelf 
hanging over the pit of everlaiting 
woe, deftitute of the leaft merit, 
and wounded by reflection upon , 
a whole life {pent in rebellion a- 
gaint God. Although I was 
convinced that I had been hither- 
to kept inexiftence by the forbear- 
ance of God, yet now it appear- 
ed to me that I fo richly deferved 
his wrath and curfe, that I had 
nothing elfe to expect. With 
thefe views Iagain attended meet- 
ing, and found the fame broken 
law flaming againit me, and bring- 
ing my iniquity before my face. 
I returned home, took my bible 
and retired, and while peruiing the 
facred pages this thought arofe in 
my mind, “ Jefus has died for 
finners.’”? It filled my heart with 
joy, and although in my agonyof 
mind I had not very clear views 
of Chrift as Mediator, yet the 
idea was now {weet and refrefhing 
to my weary and heavy laden foul. 
After a few weeks, I found my- 
felf, as I believed, . willing to 
come tothe feet of Jefus and lie 
low in the duft before him. My 
comfort was all built on Chrift as 
the foundation, and_ I think he 
then appeared, and ftill appears 
lovely as he is inhimfelf, and will 
be fo forever, whatever becomes 
of me afinner. During my con- 


oe 
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victions I had many heart-rifings 
againft God and the doétrines 
of grace ; but when this enmity 
was {lain by the Holy Spirit, ina 
way which I know not, God ap. 
peared juft and righteous; Chriit 
the chiefeft among ten thoufand 
and altogether lovely ; and the 


dorines of grace the {weet food 


of my idul, the mannafrom heaven. 
Indecd, fir, Lhave beea fuch an 
ungrateful, blind and fupid finaer 
that I'am fure there can be no 
hope in my cafe unlefs there is a 
remnant according to.the election 
of grace.’”’+ . My attainments arg 
fo iar fhort.of what I fhould fup- 
pofe would be in a real Chriftian, 


doubtful wether I thall ever ob- 
tain afeat at the mght hand of 
Chrift ; but if this thould ever 
be, I thall be lefs than the leaf 
of all faints, and mutt forever dif- 
claima.all merit in myfelf ; lay my 
crown at the fect of Immanuel and 
aferibe all to his meritorious right- 
eoufnefs. Letthepraifeand the glo- 
ry be forever to his eleéting love, 
to rich, free andfovereign grrace.”” 

Thefe cafes are not feleCted be- 
caufe more ftriking than others, 
but as mott eaiily and concilely 
defcribed ; and obtained with lefs 
difficulty than others, perhaps m 
many refpects more intereiling, 
might have.becn. 

Earneftly defiring that. the reli- 
gion of Jelus Chrilt may fpread 
through the whole earth, I re- 
main your moft obedient humble 
fervant, IRA HART. 
Middlebury, July 15, 1802. 





A fort account of the life and death 
of Mifs. Deborah Thomas. of 
Middleborough, ( Mafachufetts. ) 


HE was a perfon of 2 referv- 
ved difpofition, of a calm 
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and peaceable temper, and of fuch 
a deportment as to be very agreea- 
ble to the feveral families, in which 
fhe refided at times in the capaci- 
ty of an inftructor of children. 

She faid, during her laft illnefs, 
that fhe had been many times 
heretofore, under awakening, and, 
at feveral times, greatly concern- 
ed for her foul ; and, therefore, 
was aftonifhed that fhe had been 
able to continue infuch ignorance 
ef divine things, as fhe now found 
herfelf to be in. She obferved, 
that, when her brother’s fon, a 
youth of about fourteen years of 
age, died fuddenly, (which was 
two years before her death,) her 
mind was ftrongly imprefled with 
a fenfe of the certainty of death, 
and the uncertainty of the time 
of itscoming; and with a belief 
that joe had not long to live, 
though then fhe was in health. 

But, notwithftanding her fre- 
quent awakenings, it doth not 
appear that fhe was the fubje& of 
any fpecial conviction, ’till her 
laft illnefs commenced ; when the 
fpirit of God, by means of her 
reading Mr. Gray’s fermon, (to 
ufe her own expreflion) tore her all 
bo pieces. 

She now fpoke of the fin of 
her nature, and of her moral im- 
potence to do good, and acknowl- 
edged God’s righteoufnefs in pun- 
whing finners. She feemed to be 
convinced of the enmity in her 
heart againft holinefs. She was 
in great diftrefs of mind ; {pent 
much of her time in reading and 
praying, and often afked others 
to pray for -her. - About two 
months before her death, there ap- 
peared an alteration in her mind. 
She faid, that fhe had fome dif- 
covery of the mercy of God 
through Chrift ; and fhe men- 
tioned texts of {cripture, by which 
hermiad was enliahtened andcom- 
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forted. She faid that for about . 
a fortnight fhe had been praying, 
and that it feemed as though the 
could help praying no more than 
fhe could help breathing.- Not 
long after this, fhe fell into dark. 
nefs, fearing that fhe was yet un- 
der the power of fin, and being 
convinced, that, without holinefs, 
no man can fee the Lord. She 
complained of being confufed in 
her mind, and being unable to 
think fteadily onany thing. She 
defired Chrittians to converfe free- 
ly with her, and to examine het 
clofely. She féemed to be afraid 


\that they would think better of 


her than they ought to think. 
Thefe words, * Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked,”’ the often 
repeated. After this, the {poke 
of death with compofure. One 
time, being diftrefled, fhe was afk- 
ed the occafion of it: She faid, I 
am not at all concerned about hav- 
ing any injuftice doneto me. A 
good God cannot do me wrong. 
I am not afraid of death ; but to 
think of being an enemy to God 
to all eternity appears dreadful. 
She was afked whether the divine 
character appeared amiable toher? 
She anfwered, it appears fo at 
times ; but I cannot think that I 
have fuch a fenfe of his amiable 
charaéter, as Chriftians have. 
Her friends were affe&ted with her 
cafe, converfed with her, and 
prayed with her ; but God’s time 
of deliverance was not yet come. 
About a fortnight before her 
death, fhe appeared to be more 
calm in her mind. She faid, that 
fhe felt at times, a little more fat- 


‘isfied as to the ftate of her foul. 


Being afked, whether the were 
willing that a fovereign God 
fhould do with her as he pleafed ? 
She anfwered, I think I am ; and 
looking up with a pleafant coun- 
tenance, added, and he will de 
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with me as he pleafes. She ap- 
peared to be glad that fhe was in 
the Lord’s hand. 

On the Tuefday preceding her 
death, fhe ftrangled, was thought 
tobe dying, and the neighbors 
were called in. Seeing them a- 
round her, after a revival, fhe afk- 
ed her mother, whether they 
viewed her to be dying ? Her 
mother replied, fhould you be fur- 
prifed, if we did think fo? She 
faid, no, not at all. i 

After this fhe converfed but lit- 
the ’till Wednefday evening, wher 
it pleafed God to lift up the light 
of his countenance upon her, and 
to fill her foul with joy un/peakable 
and full of glory. She poke - of 
the love of God through Chrift, 
faying, O glorious Chri! .O 
bleffed Jefus, rey Lord and my 
God! Her joy appeared to be 
free from enthufiafm, or any thing 
of a vifionary nature. She ap- 
peared to be entirely compofed, 
and faid, that fhe neverfelt fo hap- 
py before in all her life, 2s now. 
On Thurfday the expreffed a de- 
fire to leave this world, and be 
with Chrft. She -was afked, 
whether fhe were not willing to 
wait God’s time ? She looked up, 
and f{miled and faid yes, yes ! 
God’s blefled time is beft. She 
converfed freely, and faid many 
things, which could not be recol- 
le&ted, and many more, which 
could not be diftinétly heard, by 
reafon of her weaknefs, and cougn- 
ing. She no more complained of 
darknefs. She was defirous of 
{peaking to her friends, and faid, 
that the reafon why fhe had not 
counfelled them before, was, be- 
caufe fhe thought that no body 
had fo bada heart -as fhe had : 
But I with I had flrength now to 
warn my friends to prepare to meet 
me in glory. 

She appeared at timesthis night 





to be dying. She charged her 
attendants to tell her, whenever 
they fhould perceive that to be the 
cafe. Once fhe called to her 
mother, and faid, I think that I 
am dying, and, if it is the will 
of God, I-am glad. After a 
little while; the faid, I think I 
am not dying yet, and defired her 
parents to lie down again and get 
fome fleep, and faid, it may be 
that I fhall fleepa little too. A- 
bout foreak of day, the watcher 
notified us that fhe appeared to 
be faint. We went to her imme- 
diately. Death appeared in her 
looks. She was fenfible that the 
was dying, and was calm and {e- 
rene in her mind.. Not feeing 
her father, “the faid, “where is my 
dear father ? When he came near 
toher, fhe faid, I defire father’ 
to pray for me. He afked her, 
what fhe defired him to pray for ? 
She replied, pray that my faith 
may hold out, and that I may 
have patience to the end. After 
prayer, fhe afked for her mother, 
and looking on her with a fmile, 
faid, my mother, my mother, my 
dear mother, Iam dying. Her 
mother afked her, whether fhe 
was afraid to die ? She replied, no 
more than if I were going to 
fleep. AQ little after the revived, 
and faid, I am dying ; but I be- 
lieve that I fhall live fome hours 
yet, and fhe did. In which 
time many of the neighbors came 
in, and fhe kept {peaking with 
great earneftnefs ; but her. voice 
was fo weak that but a little part 
of what fhe faid could be under- 
fiood. She faid, Obicfled Jefus, 


‘Icaft myfelf at thy bleffed feet ! 


O glorious Jefus ! Heis my Lord, 
and my God. And thus the fell 
afleepin -Jefus, as we trutt, On 
January 1sth, 1790, im the 34th 
year of her age. She died of 
the pulmonary confumpt.on. 
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tK2 Letter to Maria. (Serr. 


The foregoing narrative was | 


fubfiantially written by her venera- 
ble father, the late Deac, Benja- 
min Thomas, of. whom fome me- 
moirs were publifhed in the lait 
number. 


Mess’as. Epirors, 

HERE are doubtlefs, many 

who truft they are recon- 

ciled to the great do¢trines of the 
gofpel, and hence entertain a hope 
of eternal life ; who, yet, for fome 
reafons, or perhaps none that are 
fatisfactory, neglect that impor- 


fufion, and diftrefs of nations, we 
fee him building it up in our land, 
and in other parts of the world, 
bowing the hearts of the finful 
children of men to his feeptre, 
and manifefting himfelf as afin. 
pardoning God; how ought ev- 
ery heart to rejoice in his univerfal 
government ! What peculiar ad- 
vantages do the difpenfations of 
Providence in the prefent day af- 
ford, for contemplating the di- 
vine character ! 

Atthe fame time, it muft be 
very trying to the feelings vf 








tant duty enjoined by Chrift,. of | one, who having encountered the 
confeffinghim before men. They | perils of a boifterous ocean, with 
complain that they are walking | pain anxiety and diftrefs whea fear 
m darknefs without light—they | fat on ev@ry wave, hope fpranz 
hope indeed, but with a great | up with favoring gales, and dil- 
mixture of fear aad doubt—they appointment uniformly fucceeded ; 
have fo little fenfible comfort of | to find one’s felf+gain toffed upon 
hope, or clearnefs of evidence, | the fame tumultuous fea in a poor 
that they fhrink from the duty as | bark, fhattered by former. tem- 
unqualified, and dare not pro- | pelts amidft furrounding rocks. 
ceed tothe folemn tranfaétion of | How neceffary isa fkilful pilot ; 
cowenanting with God. Such, | and one,whocan alfo command 
you will agree, are intitled to your | even the winds, and the fea, and 
benevolent attention. For the | they obey him! O to reft wholly 
perufal and benefit of fuch, the | upon him ! This is but a faint 
following letter is prefented. It | epitome of my paft life, and of my 
was written by alady toher friend; | prefent views. 

and being a practical comment; _ I feel, my dear friend, as if I 
upon that fubject, it is hoped | may with confidence open my 
may be as a voice from behind heart to you, upon a fubjed, in 


them alluring them to the duty of 
uniting with thofe whocall them- 
felves by the name of Ifrael. 
With thefe views and withes, it 
is humbly fubmitted to your dif- 
“pofal. ; E. M. 


June 22d, 1799. 
My pear Faienp, 


ie muft be a delightful fubje& 
of contemplation to every be- 
nevolent heart that Chrift hath a 
church in the world, and that the 
gates of hell fhall never prevail a- 
inft it. 
When in this day of great con- 


which I know you are fo much 
_interefted—I mean the advance- 
| ment of Chrift’s kingdom. And 
| I truft you will more fenfibly re- 
joice, in the hope that he will 
admit me a humble member of his 
family, than a ftranger whom you 
never faw. You know, Madam, a 
| little, and but a little, how I have 
always lived in darinefs. Andit 
is not at all ftrange that I had no 
' light, fince I never obeyed Chrift’s 
‘commands, It appears from his 
| own words, that obedience is the 
only teft of difciplefhip, and the 
only ground, or condition upon 
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which we may hope to enjoy the 
light of his countenance, and the 
comfort of divine manifeftations. 
He that hath my commandments 
and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me ; and he that loveth me 
fhall be loved of my father, and 
{ will love him, and will manifef? 
myfelf to him.* You have con- 
verfed with me with refpe& to 
joining the church ; and a num- 
ber of my Chriftian friends have 
done the fame—but I have been 
waiting and hoping for more light, 
and better fatisfaction about my 
own ftate—viewing it a duty, 
which at times I have felt equally 
afraid either to neglect or per- 
form; while I have had a thou- 


gation to devote myfelf to him.— 
I have fince been received as a 
member of the vifible church of 
Chrift, and I defire an intereft in 
your interceflions at the throne of 
grace, that I may not difhonor 


| that great name I profefs to love. 


Ihave not thofe high exercifes 
that many have and which I have 
fo often hoped for—to be as it 
were taken up and feta great 
way forward on the fpiritual jour- 
ney at once ; andto have but lit- 
tle to do afterwards to arrive at 
complete fanctification. But I. 
am determined, if Chriit will give 
me the Chriftian armour, to dif- 
pute every inch of ground, and 





maintain a conftant warfare. And 


fand very wrong and wicked feel- | O how gracious the promife, that 


ings, befides a great degree of 


“to them that have no might, he 


{loth and inattention ; till about | increafeth ftrength.” Ifhe leaves 


ten days fince when.I was told 


'me I fhall fall at once. How 


that Mrs. S_———, and a young | quickly the branch will wither 
woman were about to be | when feparated from the vine ! L 
examined for admiffion into the | feel that it is not beft for my 





church, it affe&ted my mind very | proud heart to have all thofe «anf- 


much. I was convinced there 
would never be a better time than 
to go with them—but I was all 
darknefs—could not go with the 
feelings I had. I was drawn and 
driven to feek relief where it may 

e found; and O, without know- 
ing my former feclings, you can- 
not imagine the contraft—with 
what calmnefs and fatisfaction I 
f{uftained the examination. I had 
nothing good to relate of myfelf ; 
but | think, if 1 2m not much 
deceived, I felt that § could truft 
in Chrift, where there is an infi- 
nite fulnefs of all good. It af- 


forded me a fweet calmnefs of | 


mind that I had gone fo far to- 
wards viibly and publicly joing 
myfelf to the Lord ina new and 
everlafting covenant, and felt wil- 
ling to be under any poffible obli- 





* Yohn xiv. 21. 


| porting views that fome have, left 
I fhould be exalted above meafure. 
They are the foul humbling views 
I need, and think I defire ; and 
| [hope (O what prefumption it 
| would be to hope it, did we ftand 
in our own ftrength) E hope, 
through the infinite riches of re- 
deeming love, ere long to 


“¢ ____— fee and hear and know 
All I defir’d or wifh’d below,” 





| to be filled with the knowledge 
and love of an holy God, and be 
fatisfied in the image and likenefs 
of Chrift. Are all thefe feelings 
a delufion? Am I deceiving my- 
felf ? I cannet feel them to be a 
delufion ? I know that Chrift’s 
kingdom will be glorious let what 
will become of me ; and in this 
I do, and will rejoice. 

Pray forme my friend that I 
may have conftant fupport from 
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him who quencheth not the {mo- 
king flax, nor breaketh the bruif- 
ed reed. : 

I am ever yours, 


MARIA, 





Mess’rs. Epirors, 

THE following letter was 
written by the author, to the wi- 
ter of this, by particular requett. 
The circumftances related in it 
were facts ; and were confidered, 
arthe time, as remarkable, both 
by Chriftians and others who 
were prefent. If yow think them 
a witnefs for God, as a prayer- 
hearing God, and that they may 
by his blefling excite ae 
as well as minifters, to fervent 
prayer on fimilar occafions, which 
are often fo diftrefling to the 
friends of the dying, you have 
permiffion to publifh them. 

Yours, &c. 


PHILOS. 


“ Dear Sir; 

i HAVE long delayed comply- 
ing with your requeft to ttate 

to you the exercife of my mind, 
en the death of a defirable child. 
But the fcene is ftill frefh in my 
mind. Previous to the ficknefs of 
my child, it repeatedly occurred 
tomy mlnd—* God will vifit the 
iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth 
SS I as often made 
upplication that the evil of afflic- 
tion might come on me—‘ as for 
thefe fheep what have they done ?” 
I well remember where I was 
ftanding, and the feelings of my 
mind, when I made this requett, 
the day before the child’s illnefs. 
A fhortand very diftrefling fick- 
nefs clofed his life. The fecond 
vifit, the phyfician faid his diffo- 
lution was near. You will at 
once conclude the precious foul, 
to be faved oz loft, ought to be 
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near my heart. Our hope was in 
God. And asthe parting mo. 
ment drew near, I found ftrength 
and fupport beyond my expe¢ta- 
tion, or any thing I ever thought 
took place in this world in fuch 
parting moments. found it ea- 
fier to bury my own, than anoth- 
er’s child. 

With refpe& to the child, tho 
under eight years of age, he was 
ready in afking queftions, and was 
earneft to havea mother inftrué 
him upon religious fubje&ts. He 
was ata meeting of the youth 
and children, for prayer, the eve- 
ning of the night in which he was 
taken fick—and fome of the laft of 
his words were, ** I want to be 
where the good folks are.” 1 
mention this as it is poffible fuch 
tender minds may have a tafte and 
happinefs in hearing young peo- 
ple pray and fing together which 
they cannot defcribe, only by 
*« wanting to be where they are.” 
I found the words of the Saviour 
preciousin the 14 firft verfes of 
the 18th chapter of Matt. efpe- 
cially the roth verfe—* Take 
heed that ye defpife not one of 
thefe little ones. For I fay un- 
to you that in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven.”’ 

Refpecting parting with the 
child, I think I never felt calmer 
when he fell into a natural fleep, 
than when he breathed his Ialt. 
My comfort feafibly rofe higher 
and higher from day to day. At 
length I began to refieét, and 
query with myfelf, what a great 
fmner I was ! witha view to take 
my place—the lowelt place. But 
I could not, by this, check the 
rifling comfort, in view of God. 
I then thot, poffibly my child’s 
cafe might be unhappy. But my 
mind was ferene—and filled with a 
comfort I cannot exprefs. |! 
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could fet my feal that juftice was’ 


cood and glorious. While thus 
filled with comfort, that I was 
unable to mourn, the tho’t rofe 
in my mind, what a glorious 
day will the Millennial day be 
to the church militant, if fuch 
fupport can be ng and 
received in the prefent ftate ! 
My mind was then attracted to 
thechurchtriumphant, being filled 
with the fulnefs of God, and the 
clory of the Lord rifen upon their 
fouls. If all the world and its 
fcenes fhould be made to pafs be- 
fore them, it would fearcely at- 
tract a fingle thought. There 
could be no room for any thing 
but God. Nor would more be 
needed. Truly God isa fufficient 
portion for the foul. Our com- 
fort and happinefs do not depend 
on the ftate of any gone before 
us, or on any of his creatures. 


For myfelf, I know I was and am 


happier in refigning up my child 
to God, at his call, than I could 


be in the child, if he had been | 


continued to me as before. In- 
ftead of being overwhelmed with 
forrow of heart, as I have expe&- 
ed heretofore when I have turned 
my mind on the parting with a 
child, I found a fatisfa¢tion in de- 
gree and kind far exceeding that 
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fuch a time, and in fuch a manner, 
and the earneft defire I had fome 
way to have it manifeft, that there 
might be much praying for fick 
and dying ones, and all tenderly 
concerned ; the one half could not 
| be exprefled. For what man 
| knoweth the things of a maa, 
| fave the fpirit of a man which is 
in him? even fo, the things of 
| God, knoweth no man but the 
| the fpirit, of God.” 1 Cor. ii, 17. 
| In my cafe, minifters prayed, and 

Chriftian brethren prayed. The 

{fpirit of prayers was given to one 
| perfon not prefent, whofe expref- 
| fed confidence in being fatisfied as 
to the requeft, I cannot give you 
better than in the words of the 
beloved difciple. <¢ And if we 
know that he hear us, whatfoever 
we afk, we know that we have the 
petitions we defired ofhim.” In 
the goodly number of prayers 
made in a few hours, I found my 
mind fenfibly drawn up to God in 
the devotion. One particular cir- 
cumftance I am conttrained to re- 
| late. On the day of the child’s 
death, and while frequent prayers 
were offered up in his behalf, and 
for all concerned, a perfon entered 
with a requeft in behalf of a neigh- 
bor, that he might be remember- 
ed in prayer, being juft then be- 














of the day of his birth. I rejoi- | reaved of his partner in life, and 
ced in the will of God; and | greatly diftrefled. The requett 
thought, if he called, I could | was complied with ; and from that 
fpare every one of the goodly | moment relief came, and that 
number then living. You will | high fatisfaction in the divine will, 
afk the caufe of this. By what | which I have related. Job xlit. 
means it came to pafs that a trial | 10. * The Lord turned the captiv- 
an this way, fhould be no trial, or | iy of Fob whe be prayed for hic 
affliction ; but ahappinefs greater | friends.”? Ifa. Ixv. 2. * And 
than couldbe without it, yeaa | it fhall come to pafs that before 
bleffing worth both the Indies ?| they call, I will anfwer, and 
Prayer. "This was the precious | whiles they are yet {peaking T will 
means. And if the word was | hear.” 

printed in letters of gold, and As for myfelf the expected trial 
my utmoft endeavors ufed to de- | was palt, hours before the child’s 
fribe to you a mind fupported at | death—And the requeils madr 
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in the prayers, appeared to be 
minutely anfwered. 
was taken, but fupport was giver 
and continued, yea, more than 
fupport. ‘ Aifo the Lord gave 
Fob twice as muchas he had before.”’ 
Dear fir, if you can make any 
ufe of this narration for the hon- 
or of God, and the comfort of 
diftreffed friends in dying {cenes, 
by exciting Chriftians as well as 
minifters, to pray much at fuch 
feafons, the defire of my mind 
will be anfwered.’’ 
Yours, &c. 





An apoftolical Anecdite, Gal. i. 
11—16, inclufively. 

‘ EFORE that certain’’ 

B Jewith zealots, “ came 

from James’? who was then at 

Jerufalem to Antioch, Peter 

«Did eat with the Gentiles’ 


there, who had embraced the 
gofpel and had not fubmitted to 


The child | 
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| he was to be blamed,”’ and * faid 


| 





| 
} 


circumcifion ; ** But when they | 


were come, he withdrew, and fep- 
arated himfelf?? from them, as if 
he sad thought them unclean, tho’ 
the Lord had fo exprefsly taught 
him the contrary in a vifion, and 
at the houfe of Cornelius ; and 
this he did, not from any change 
in his fertiments, but purely, as 
«Hearing them which wereof the 
circumcifion,’’ 
diip!eafe them, and thinking sheir 
cenfures of much greater impor- 
tance than they really were. 
«¢ And the other “Jews s diffembled 
likewife with him ; infomuch that 
Barnabas alfo was carried away 
with their diflfimulation. 3ut 
when (Pau!) faw that they’?—Pe- 
ter and others “ Walked not up- 
rightly” in this affair, -* Accor- 
ding to the truth of the gofpel,”’ 
which taught the contrary, (He) 
withitood him to the face, becaufe 





unto Peter before them all, if 
thou being a Jew, liveft after the 
manner i the Gentiles, and not 
asdo the Jews, why compellett 
thou the Gentiles to live as do 
the Jews ?—We who are Jews by 
nature, and not finners of the 
Gentiles, knowing that a man is 
not juftified by the works of the 


law, but by the faith of Jefus 


Chrift, even we have believed in 
Jefus Chrift, that we might be juf- 
tified by the faith by Chrift, and 
not by the works of the law : for 
by the works of the law hall 
no flefh be juflified.”’ 

Reflections on the preceding 
anecdote. ft, If minifters were 
lefs afraid of the cenfures of men, 
and more afraid®of difpleaiing an 
holy God, would they not be in 
the way to do much more, than 
they now do, for the glory of 
God ?—2d, Howgreat a difgrace 
it is, for a minifler of the gofpel, 
in any company, to be afhamed 
of its peculiar and difti inguifhing 


doétrines of grace, when provi- 


dentially calledto defend them !— 


_ Let fuch an onelook onthe blame- 


- multitude.— 


being unw ling to | 


worthy Peter, and remember how, 
an unfhaken Paul treated him, 
for his weak and diffembling con- 
duét, in the face of the whole 
3¢. How much 
concermnshighty refpefted minitters 
of the gofpel, and highly refpec- 
ted members in every Chritlian 
church, to fhow an unfhaken firm- 
nefs, in fupporting all gofpel doc- 
trines, and fuch Chriflian procee- 
dings as are right ; and in publicly 
difcountenancing ail pretended 
ones, which are wrong, wey = 
weaker bretnren, like Barnal 

and the other Jews, be carried 
away with their diffimulation, to 
do fuch things, as will greatly 
difhonor God and injure the 


Church. A, #**: 


+ 


1+ 
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Extraés from the Minutes of the 
General Affociation of ConneGi- 
ut, 4. D. 1802. 


HE General Affociation cf 
Coneéticut met, agreeably 
to appointment, on the third 
Tuelday of June, 1802, at 11 
o’clock, at the houfe of the Rev. 
Matthias Burnet, in Norwalk. 
The delegation to the conven- 
tion of the clergy of the ftate of 
Vermont, appointed at the laft 
Affociation, repor rted the follow- 
ing , peas of union, mutually dif. 
cuffed by the convention and faid 
delegation, and ap prove ‘d and ac- 
cepted | by faid convention. 

« Articles of union and inter- 
courfe between the General A ffo- 
ciation of the clergy of the ftate 
of Connecticut, and the Gene- 
ral Convention of the clergy of 
Vermont.”’ 

Under an imprefiion of the great 
importance of harmony and peace 
among the minifters of Chrifl, and 


Religious di ntelligence. 








his churches, it is the earneft de- | 


fire of both bodies to form fucha 
connection and intercourfe as may 
be permanent, and mutually ben- 
eficial. 

Article 1. Each body hall 
fend one or two delegates or com- 
miffioners to meet and fit with the 
other, at the flated feffions of the 
body. 

Article 2. The delegate or 
delegates from cach body, feveral- 
ly, thall have the privilege of en- 
teri ng into the difc slious and de- 
liberations of the body >» as fir ely 
and equaliy, a 

Article 3. That the union and 
intercourle may be full and com- 
plete between the faid bodies, the 
commifhoner or commiffioners 
from each, ref pectivel ty, fhall not 
only fit and hit ate, but alfo 


had 94-4 Fad 


A foci ‘lation remark with Pt eafure 


s thei irown members. ' 


It7 


act and vote :—Which articles 
are the great principles of the 
union betwen the General A ffem- 
bly of the Prefbyterian Church in 
America, and the General Affo- 
ciation of the minitters of Ch 

in the ftate of Conneticut. 

The above articles were annroe 
ved and accepted by this Affocia- 
tion. Whereupon the Rev. Mar- 
tin Tullar, prefented his certis- 
cateas a delegate from the con- 
vention, in Ve 
his feat accordingly. 

After attending to fabdi > oth. 
er ae the a Tociat! ‘en, in 
compliance with a flanding rule, 
proceeded to make oy ufual en. 
quirtes concerning the fiate of re- 
ligion, in the churches, under the 
following heads, 1. Is there any 


ermont, and took 


{pecial stinaniain to or revival of 


religion in your diftrit? 2. Is 
there general union and harmony 
in the churches? 3- What num- 
ber of vacancies in each diftri€, 
andin what flate with refpec& to 
union? 4. What inftances of re- 


' moval by death or otherwife—or 


fettlement of minifters, or new 
churches formed, fiance the lat fef- 
fion of the Gencral Affociation. 
As the refult of the enquires, the 


~ 


gregations, ‘ale there have been 
recent revivals of adaia the 
fruits are fuch as confirm the 
hopes and joys of the people of 
God. It alfo appears that har- 
mony and peace generally prevail 
in the churches ; and that there 1s, 
in feveral congregations, in this 

ate, an increafing gr difpoiition to 
ikea the public worfhip and in- 
furu€tion of the Lord’s cay . We 
are alfo peculiarly ha appy in « obfery- 
ing that there appears in Yale- 


College, a very general and feri- 
ous attention to religion, which 
affords a very pleafing profpect te 
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the friends of Chriftianity and of 
the profperity of the churches. 
It alfo appears that there is a re- 
vival of religion, very extenfively, 
within the limits of the General 
Affembly of the Prefbyterian 
Church. 

The following minifters were 
appointed to certify the good 
ftan ding and chara@ter of preacin- 
ers of the golpel, travelling from 
this ftate into other ftates-——-The 
Rev. Dr. Nathan Perkins, Hart- 
< N. Rev. William Robinfon, 

dartford S. Rev. Dr. Benja- 
min Trumbull, New-Haven W. 
Rev. Thomas W. Bray, New- 
Haven E. Rev. Jofeph Strong, | 
New-Londor, Rev. Dr. Ifaac | 
Lewis, Fairfield W. Rev. David 
Ely, Fairfield E. Rev. Mofes | 
C. Welch, Windham original 
Affociation, Rev. Andrew Lee, | 
Windham E. Rev. Samuel J. 
Mills, Litchfield N. Rev. Dan 
Huntington, Litchfield S. Rev. 
Dr. Nathan Williams, Tolland, | 
Rev. John Devotion, Middlefex. 

The Affociation proceeded to 
chufe delegates to the General 
Affembly of the Prefoyterian 
Church tomeet,inthecity of Phil- 


adelphia, on the third Thurfday | 


in May next, and the Rev. Dr. 
Timothy Dwight, Afahel Hook- 
er, and David Ely were chofen. 
The Rev. William Lockwood, 
Dan Huntington and Matthias 
Burnet were chofen iubfitutes ; 


either of whom to fupply the | 


place of faid delegates now chofen, 
who may not be able to attend. 

The Rev. David Tullar and 
Jofeph Wafhburn were appointed 
delegates to the convention of 
Vermont, which mects on the eve- 
ning of the firlt Tuefday of Sep- 
temher next at Granville. 

The Rev. Amzi Lewis was ap- 
pointed to preach the Concio ad 


Clicnum on the evening after the ' 
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next commencemeat at Yale-Col- 
lege. 

The following perfons were 
eleGied RECEIVERS, in their re- 
fpective diftricis, to receive fuch 
fums of money as the minifters and 
others may be willing to contrib. 
ute for the purpofe of defraying 
the expenfes of the delegation of 
this Affeciation to the General 
Affembly of the Prefbyterian 
Church and the General Conven- 
tion of the clergy of Vermont, 
(viz.) The Rev. Henry A. Row- 
land, Hariford North, William 
Robinfon, Hartford S. Matthew 
Noyes, N. Haven E. Bezaleel 
Pinio, New-Haven W. Samvel 
Nott, New-London, Hezekiah 
Ripley, Fairfield W. Samuel 
Blatchford, Fairfield E. Zebulon 
‘Ely, Windham, Andrew Lee, 

Windham E. Samuel J. Mills, 
| LitchfieldN. Azel Backus Litch- 

ficld S. Dr. Nathan Williams, 
| Tolland, Elijah Parfons, Middle- 
| fex. The Rez. Abel Flint, was 
appointed Treafurer of the A ffo- 
| ciation and Jofeph Wafhburn Au- 
| ditor of the accounts of the fame. 
Returns were made according 
| to vote, of unfettled minifters and 
candidates continuing to preach 
under the licences of the diftri& 
Affociations of Conneéticut, viz. 

Of arf-ttled Minifters. 

Rev. Simon Backus, Guilford, 
' Rev. Aaron Kinne, Winchetter, 
Rev. David Huntington, Mid- 
dletowa, Rev. Samuel Sturges, 
| Greenwich, Rev. John Willard, 
Kenfington, Rev. Aaron Wood- 
| ward, North-Haven, Rev. Abra- 
ham Fowler, Derby, Rev. Eraf- 
tus Ripley, New-Haven, Rev. 
Ezekiel J. Chapman, Saybrook, 
Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, Say- 
brook, 


Licenfid Preachers. 














Jeremiah Day, Yale-College, 
Ebenezer G. Marfh, Yale-Col- 
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lege, Bancraft Fowler, Yale-Col- 
lege, Jonathan Bird, Berlin, Rob- 
ert Porter, Farmington, Gurdon 
Johnfon, Granby, Nathaniel 
Dwight, Wethersfield, James 
W. Woodward, Hanover, N. 
H. Timothy Williams, Wood. 
ftock, Aaron Hovey, jun. Mans- 
field, Loomis, Colchefter, 
Wiliam Hart, Berlin, William 
Riels, Milford, Pitkin Cowles, 
Southington, Abijah Carrington, 
Milford, Timothy Stone, Milford, 
John Niles, Killingworth, Thom- 
as Robbins, Norfolk, Humphry | 
Moore, Pincetown, Mafs. Gide- 
on Burt, jun. Long-Meadow, 





David Ripley, Abington, Jabez 


Munfel, Franklin, John Lord, 
Watertord, Ifaac Knap, Nor- 
folk, James Eells, Glaitenbury, 
Elihu Smith, Granby, Mafs. 
Voted, that the next meeting 
of the General A fflociation be hol 
den at the houfe of the Rev. Ste- 
phen W. Stebbins in Stratford, on 
the third Tuefday of June next. 





Extrad of a letter from Rev. Fames 
Weljfh, of Lexington, Kentucky, 
dated July 15, 1802, to one of 
the Edstors, containing fame fur- 
ther account of the late revival of 
religion in that country. 

“ THE work began in the 
fouthern part of this ftate, in the 
country called Green river. The 
people of God became deeply fen- 
ible of the ftate of the church 
in this country, which, at that 
tu me, was indeed in a very decli- 

ed fituation. All che laws were 
aie void in the moft wanton 
manner, and little more than the 
iorm and fie outward appear- 
ance of religionamong us. Un- 
der this view of things, numbers 
of Chriftians became much con- 
cerned that God would change 
our mournful fate, and revive his 


caufe among us, 
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Many earneft prayers I believe 
afcended toa throne of grace, for 
a coniiderable time previous to the 
commencement of the work amid!t 
many and various difcouragements. 
It was to be obferved however, 
that much greater numbers at- 
tended the miniftration of the 
word for fome time before the 
work began.—But except this, 
nothing elfe could be feen, unlefs 
it might bea ftrengthened deter- 
mination among a number of 


| God’s people to continue in wait- 


| ing on him for a day of his power ; 


and fome increafe of hope that 
eventually they fhould not be dif- 
appointed in their expe¢tations. 

So faras I have been informed 
the work began on Green river, 
from the exercifes of a very pious 
woman as J have ftated above. 

It appeared that God made ufe 
of the compaffionate burfts of 
forrow which broke from her 
heart, for the multitudes around 
her, in the way to ruin, to awa- 
ken reflection in many of them 
who had always lived in total 
careleffuefs before. Many from 
that time began to hear the call 
of the Lord of Hofts and conlider 
their ways ; confequently to fee 
their undene ftate by nature and 
enguire what they fhould do to 
be faved. 

There the work began and 
thence it {pread. You have in- 
quired, fir, as to t “3 views of thofe 
under convictions ? They appear, 
fo faras I can judge of them, 
generally to have very awful > 
prehenfion s of their ilate as | 
ners, of the holinefs, jul tice and 
majelty of God. ‘Their views of 
the demerit of fin, and their utter 
inability to efcape from the wrath, 
with which they then believed it 
threatened, have brought many of 
them apparently to the brink - 
defpair, and filled them with fuc 
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dire orcbodings of the dreadful 
doom they then believed awaiting 
them, as to overcome nature, cait 
them cown to the ground ; and 
from every thing that can be feen, 
nearly to ‘arreft and flop the funce- 
tions of life. Tama ny, however, 

who can neither - fpeik nor act, the 
dead pewer does not feem to 
be much altcred; tho in others, 
IT have obferved an intermiffion of 
pulfe for a contiderable time. 

‘The length of time, as well as 
Siskin of “agitation has been dif- 
fere: it in different Pe orfons, under 
this exereife. he continuance 
of mental darknefs alfo has been 
Some who have been very re- 
mnarkably awakened have hopeful- 
ly arifen from that doleful ftate, 
have been hopefully taken from 
nature’s horrible pit and miry clay, 
their feet fet upon the rock of 
ages, and a new fong put into 
their mouths, even high praifes to 
Chrift, Others 


fo. 


their deliverer. 
have continued for days, weeks, 
and fome for months, though not 
under thofe great horrors, yet 


without comfort. Others again 
have been able to fhake off very 
confiderable awakenings, and 


grow perhaps more hardened than 
ever; but of this clafs, I know 
but few confidering the numbers 
that have been fubjects of the 
work, With regard to the joys 
of thefe fubjec iSy they feem to 
bear a proportion to the dittreffes 

they have becnin. In fome thefe 
are fo great as to 


her oe y sayy Ly 4 
taem, Qs Tilers bites 


jOVS overcome 


efies previoufly 
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tho with this differ. 


had done ; 

ence, that the features of de/pair 
and horror are not to be as in 
the other As heir 
views of themfelves, hea gener- 
ally cry out aloud againtt the ob- 
duracy, wickednefs and unbelief 
of their hearts, and appear deep- 
ly to mourn that now when they 
would attempt to do good, evil is 


cafes 


fo abundantly 2 and prevalently 
prefent. That the law of God 


is holy, ju and good, they heart- 
ily ack nowledge, but how to per 
form that which is right they find 
not. [he manner in which ma- 
ny of them appear to eftimate 
Chrift and his merits is very lively 
and affecting, and I think mui 
be confiderably emblematical of 
the exercifes of that better world 
where adoring myriads, with one 
heart and voice, and every pow- 
e% cry out, faying to the Lamb, 
“Thou only art worthy,” &c. 
The work fill goes on, ‘tho ‘the 
mecting's are not t fo largeas at firlt. 
You inquire laftly, what claffes 
are taken? Allclaffes ; the learn- 
ed and ignorant, and numbers of 
the mott viclent fers of the 


Oppo? 
difierent claffes, and in the very 


acts of daring holtility againft 
héaven, and oppofition to the 
work. It is no fmall comfort, 


fir, to hear from Ds ou that many 
prayers are daily afcending among 
you to the heaves ns on our behalf. 
May they enter into the ears of 
the Lord of Sadasth with accevt« 


$9? 


ance both for you and us ! 
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